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apart and let it be resorted to as the necessities of | 
ndividuals may demand. I believe it ought to be 
set apart with very stringent guards an 
for the benefit of individuals. The Senate may 
not now sympathize with me, but the time will | 
come when the people will tell the Senate that 
they do sympathize with me in such a law; and 

f that is not acted upon, if what they demand in | 
that respect shall not be acceded to, if the favor- 
ible moment be suffered to pass, and the public 
{omain which we have is permitted to go into the | 
hands of the few, a worse thing will be done; the 
people will not permit it to remain there; and here, 
again, our Government is not sufficiently strong | 
to compel them. 

You can never have in this country a large | 
landed proprietorship and a dependent tenantry. 
Whenever prices become so great and wages so 
small that the masses cannot accumulate at least 
the means of subsistence, and that in sufficient 
amount to gratify the reasonable calls of nature, 
the people will not bear it, but they will contend 
against It. 

This may be theorizing. 1 know that I have 
been charged, when uttering these sentiments, with 
bringing forth Carlylisms, Fourierisms, and all 
other kind of isms. ‘I'he homestead bill before | 
you does not go to the extent which! would wish 
ittogo. [ do not propose, however, to quarrel with | 
it, for | am willing to take it as it is and to pass it 
if possible. It is now fifteen minutes past two 
o’clock on the last night, or rather the last morn- | 
ing, of the session of this Congress, and we have 
not yet obtained a vote on this bill, and I do not 
think we will reach a vote, but the friends of the 
measure should try to do so. 

The homestead bill is now offered as an amend- 
ment to what is called Miss Dix’s bill. For this 
lady, though I have not the pleasure of her per- 
sonal acquaintance, I entertain a very high regard. 
I do not think that any one can do otherwise than 
entertain such sentiments for her. She has per- 
severed in this matter, and it would seem to me that 
she has been actuated only by the most benevo- 
lent and generous motives. But what does the 
bill before you propose? It seems that this lady 
has had a just appreciation of our ideas of specu- | 
lation. When her bill first made its appearance | 
in the Congress of the United States, it was not 
in the form in which it now is. Has she felt her- 
self compelled to submit in order to meet the ideas 
of Congress in favor of land speculators? Why, | 
sir, she has had to submit to this, and to have her 
bill changed in its form; and now, in place of giv- | 
ing the lands to the States by which and out of | 
which and upon which as a basis the States should | 
erect their own lunatic asylums, she has had to | 
consent that they may take scrip, land warrants | 
to be thrown into the market and go into the | 
hands of some other land-sharks. Is the proposi- 
tion to take lands and build asylums? No, sir; 
but to issue a depreciated paper currency by means 
of which the States are to obtain the money with 
which to endow their asylums. This noble bill 
has had to undergo this change in order to meet | 
the views of members of the Senate and House 
of Representatives in favor of their policy with 
reed to land speculation. This bill and this 
lady have had to submit to this, so that a meas- 
ure pretendedly for the benefit of the insane, cu- | 
rable and incurable, has been converted into 
nothing more or less than another of the batch of | 
bills providing for the use of land warrants. 

Sir, it would seem that the only guardianship | 
which the Congress of the United States had pe- | 
culiarly reserved for itself was the guardianship 
of land speculators, and that to afford them the 
greatest facilities for carrying out their purposes, 
we will issue a peculiar currency to these gentle- 
men, one which they can have at their own price, 
that they may be enabled through it as a medium, 
to obtain a large amount of the public lands. 
That is this bill. It does seem to me that it is 
time for the Senate to look to it, and inquire what | 
itis doing. I know that there are Senators in this | 
Chamber whose ordinary pursuits of life are but | 
the manifestations and outpourings of honesty and | 
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checks || 


| disgraced this or any other country. 


honor, and who yet are influenced by speculators 
and capitalists. One Il would refer to in particu- 
lar; the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unper- 
woop.] Sir, if there be a man on the face of the 
earth whose moral honesty and correctness of 
purpose I believe in, from my whole heart, it is 
the Senator from Kentucky; yet while these are 
my sentiments towards him, and I believe the sen- 
timents of every member of the Senate, and while 
they will bid him ** good by,’’ at a period a little 
later in the morning, with regret that such a spirit 
has left the Senate, yet unconsciously to himself— 
I do not mean to charge anything wrong—he has 
lent himself to the vilest land speculation that ever 
I do not in- 
tend to make any imputations as to his lack of 
sagacity. But he has lived in the State of Ken- 
tucky; he has lived in a State where there are no 
public lands; a State which has suffered none of 
the embarrassments which the land States have 
had to suffer. He has not seen around him the 
settler struggling from the day he struck his ax 
into the first tree in the forest to acquire the means 
of purchasing his preémption right, and buying 
the land upon which he and his family live. He 
lives in a country where large districts are owned 
by one man. What has been long habit becomes 
a second nature to us; therefore he cannot sym- 
pathize with such sentiments as those expressed 
the other day by the Senator from Illinois. It is 
impossible that he can; and in my opinion, if he 
could, he never would have been the efficient, en- 
ergetic, and almost resistless agent of land specu- 
lators, which it seems to me and to others that 
he has been. I concede that nothing immoral, 
nothing bad, was intended by him. But beingas 
it were, his second nature, the fact exists. 

I have no doubt that those who entertain ideas 
similar to those of the Senator from Kentucky, 
will sympathize with this bill. And why? Be- 
cause it gives to the insane? No, sir. I can 
point out many better plans for promoting the ben- 
efitof the insane. But the reason is, because it 
gives lands to the old States, or gives thema de- | 
preciated paper currency in the nature of land | 
warrants with which to build asylums, and by | 
which some of the old States will be enabled to 
get the public lands in large quantities; or if not 
the States, the speculators who may obtain their | 
warrants. 1 said that I could give a much better 
plan for insane asylums than this bill proposes. 
So I could; but Iam not engaged in a lecture as 
to the best method of establishing insane asylums, 
and therefore I shall not go into the details of 
my plan on this subject. But I will say that, in 
my opinion, this is about the worst plan that could 
be adopted; and while the gentlemen who support 
the bill think they are doing a benefit to the in- 
sane, they are doing a very serious injury to that 
portion of the community who have an interest 
in the homestead bill, and consequently an inter- | 
est adverse to this extensive aggregation of lands 
by the wealthy. 

But, sir, what fate has the homestead proposi- 
tion methere? Not content with the batch of land 
warrants provided for in Miss Dix’s bill, we have 
the noble efforts of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
{[Mr. Bropneap] to ingraft at the other end of it 
a provision to issue still more land warrants, and 
to give a land warrant for one hundred and sixty 


| acres of land to every one who has heretofore re- 


ceived a forty-acre or an eighty-acre land warrant. 
Miss Dix’s bill begins with a provision fora batch | 
of land warrants, and at the other end of it is the | 
Senator from Pennsylvania with his batch. Here, | 
then, we have the poor homestead put between 
two presses to squeeze out land warrants for the 
benefit of land speculators. It is between the 
upper and nether mill-stone. In trying to carry 
out the feelings of a noble lady in her efforts for 
the insane, you convert her philanthropic purposes 
into a scheme to issue your miserable land war- 
rants; and when the homestead for the people is 
offered as an amendment to that, it cannot be = - 
mitted to go upon it quietly and peacefully. e 
cannot have a proposition for the benefit of the 


ure of the Senator from Pennsylvania moved as 
an amendment to it to issue still more land war- 
rants. If the people will submit to this, be it so; 
I care nothing about it, personally. The proba- 
bility is that I have, by a good constitution and 
the help of Almighty God, rot enough to take me 
quietly and comfortably through life, and perhaps 
leave a competency to my wife and little ones, if I 
precede them to the grave. It is not, therefore, 
of very much importance to me personally; but 
when I am gone, when the Senator from Kentucky 
shall be gone, not only from this Chamber, but 
from the wide arena of mankind, there will be left 
more than there are now who will be asking why 
was it, when this country owned this vast extent 
of public land, it did not make some provision for 
those situated in destitute circumstances, when 
there are thousands, and hundreds of thousands, 
and millions who have no home? That question 
will be asked when these people have to submit 


to landlords to receive the bread of life as they 
may dictate. This will be the inquiry. That 
day may not be while you and I, sir, tive. I think 


it probable that it will not be. We have a vast 
extent of country. There is still a vast outlet for 
the surplus population of this and many other 
countries, if they were here. 

But I look upon this country as one whic 
from the nature of its institutions, must long con- 
tinue in present form of government, and 
as one, from its natural fertility, from its nat 
ural resources, will rapidly populate. We shal 
soon have a redundant population; and when that 
time comes, your Government must be strength- 
ened, or you will have scenes here such as were 
never witnessed anywhere else; and when you 
shall have strengthened it, you must do so te an 
extent incompatible with the existence of the 
present system of government, and then this will 
no longer be the Republic of the United States. 
It will no longer be a confederation of free and 
independent States, represented by the voice of 
the people, as we now see it represented, or mis- 
represented; but it will be a consolidated Govern 
ment. It will be strong enough to coerce num- 
bers, and that, too, with the power of the few 
backed by wealth, keeping back the multitudes. 

If I could, | would not live to see that day, and 
I shall not. I only speak of it as a probability. 
I speak of it as a lover of my country, as one 
wishing its perpetuity. I wish that its institutions 
may be perpetuated. I wish them to be happily 
perpetuated. But such is the condition of things 
now, that this homestead measure is to be crushed 
between two others, which, if not designed, have 
the effect of promoting speculation in the public 
lands of the United States. I am sorry that it Is 
I wish that we could have obtained a vote 
upon this proposition as an independent one, be- 
fore this Congress should have come to a close. 
I wish that its principles might have had a fair 
opportunity to be tested, so that when Senators 
here return to their homes, the approbation or 
censure of their constituents might be passed upon 
their conduct, in order that the people, in passing 
upon this subject in their elections at home, might 
have spoken still more definitely than they have 
bantacdods spoken. But, sir, we cannot get that 
here. 

There will be many candidates before the coun- 
try for seats in the next Congress, and the one 
after that; and when the members now here ap 
pear before the people, they will say they were 
for the homestead bill, and that if they did not vote 
for the homestead bill, it was because a 
tunity did not offer; but just elect us again, and 
we will be faithful. When they come, however, 
the result will be as before. The people will be 
neglected, as they ever have been, unless they 
shall be of that class who can get admittance into 
that circle which surrounds this Chamber, or such 
as can gain admittance in consequence of their 
wealth, or at least those who can get within the 
Capitol, or within the limits of the city of Wash- 
ington; and there bring other influences to bear 
through the agency of hirelings. Yes, sir, they wil 
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poor who are not insane without having the meas- || come here after having made all these fair promises 
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to the people, and when they are no longer within 
the reach of their former friends, their mechanic 
friends, and when they no longer see the familiar 
facea of home mark my words—they will forget 
those people; they will be brought under new in- 
fluence; excited by new feelings, new ambitions, 
new purposes, new aims, and new ends; and they 
It will not be until the re- 
volving of the political heavens has sent them 
home again to reflect upon what they have done, 
that they will be induced to think of it. 
When this process shall have cone on a little 
longer, men may learn that they had better not 
reject here what they think very good at home; 
that they had better come here representing their 
constituency and to carry out the wishes of that 
constituency. I think the time will come ere long 
when it will be done. I know that it is a difficult 
matter for the people advocating such a measure 


wil! act up to them. 


as the homestead bill to receive a proper hearing, 
or to make their proper impression. They do not 
command the wealth to enable them to do so. 
They can be heard only through the medium of 
the petitions which are introduced; and thousands 
of them have been introduced. And what becomes 
of them when they areintroduced? They are re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. Per- 
haps there is a majority of that committee against 
them, and but a minority in favor of them. The 
petitions are reported against, and they are laid 
upon the table, aud the report accompanying them | 
is printed and goes to the constituency, there to 
he passed upon, Perhapsa strong and able speech 
is made in support of that report. The people 
read the report, and also the speech and the answer 
to it, and make up their minds upon it; and the 
reporter is gone! 

We have had one instance of this kind in a 
member of the Committee on Public Lands, who 
will leave us to-morrow with the regret of every 
Senator in this Chamber. He was a useful, a 
laborious man, in whom we had all confidence; 
but when the people came to think about a sub- 
ject of this kind by the slow process | have men- 


tioned, they will make themselves heard, and if not 


heard, they will make themselves felt. Not only 
have they done that, but they have spoken in an- 
other direction; and it was through their repre- 
sentatives in the State Legislature, instructing the 
Senators who are to come and take those seats 
that they must vote for the homestead bill. We 
have had laid before us the instructions of the 
Michigan Legislature. 

Itisa strange fact, but nevertheless true, that even 
my Legislature, the Legislature of Wisconsin, has 
so far advanced in its ideas upon this subject that 
it seems to distrust mein regard to the homestead 
bill, and has sent me instructions to support it. 

When | commenced the agitation in favor of 

this bill, what was the fate 1 met with at home? 
The papers denounced me. I scarcely knew which 
way to turn without denunciation, I advocated 
my doctrines at home and here, and I had to un- 
dergo a great deal of harassment. The friends 
who stood by me were on that ground denounced, 
and at first they were defeated for those offices for 
which they were candidates, on the ground that 
they were friends tothe homestead bill; and at last 
this doctrine has progressed so far, and they are 
so far advanced in the homestead measure that 
they have not only come up but got a little ahead 
of me, and have sent me instructions to support it. 
I have been denounced for many things at home, 
but in regard to all of them the people have be- 
come satisfied that they were mistaken as to my 
course when it was explained to them. This is 
one of those things in which progress has been 
made, even in Wisconsin. . 

Why, sir, the other day the Senator from Ohio 
{Mr. Cuase] mentioned that his State was the first 
in the Union that had spoken on this subject. 
Though I had not been instructed before this win- | 
ter in regard to it, the doctrine had made sufficient 
progress to justify the introduction of abstract res- 
olutions with regard to itinto the Wisconsin Legis- | 
lature, some three or four years ago, and they have 
come fully up to the homestead doctrine. I am 
glad of it—I am proud of it—and I think the more 
of Wisconsin because of it. She contains people 
who can feel on this subject, if any people in the 
world can. Land speculation has entered into her 
borders. It will enter there still, if facilities for 
the manufacture of land warrants are increased, 
and speculators are thus enabled to buy them and || 


monopolize the lands in large quantities. The 


When a man there proposes to purchase a land 
warrant, and wishes to locate upon it himself, the 
answer he gets is, ** We have no land warrants to 
sell, but we will locate the land for you, and give 
you a year’s credit, take a mortgage upon your 
farm and implements, and at the end of twelve 
months you can pay the two hundred dollars, and 
twelve per cent. added, and you can have your 
deed.’’ It is the last extremity, the preémption is 
about to expire; the settler cannot get the money, 
and he must have the land. He knows another 
person is standing ready to buy the land, notwith- 
standing his improvements, and consequently he 
had to give in to the proposition of the holder of 
the land warrant, with the hope that at the expira- 
tion of the year he will pay for the land with the 
twelve per cent. added; and sometimes twenty-five 
per cent. interest was the bargain. The land 
would be located in the name of the holder of the 
warrant. The occupant would give his mortgage, 
and would struggle hard to try to get the money 
at the end of the year; but when the time came 
round, sickness perhaps had prevented his obtain- 
ing the means to pay, and the mortgage was fore- 
closed with the accumulated interest upon it, and, 
at last, after all his struggles, he was turned out 
of house and home, and his family ruined, when 
his improvements were worth perhaps four times 
as much as the land warrantif he had obtained it 
at par, and his farm and improvements go into the 
hands of him who buys it at the mortgage sale. 
In this way we have had to struggle along, and 
the peopleof Wisconsin, the people of Illinois, and 
the population of the whole Northwestern Terri- 
tory, have had opportunities to know how this 
works, and—mark my words, and believe them 
too—they are most emphatically averse to your 
whole system. Who are they that are averse to 
it? Just such men as they who receive this treat- 
ment. They are not, as [ before remarked, per- 
sons who are enabled to visit Washington city, 


and pay $10 or $15 per week for their board. They || 
cents a bushel. 


| Ireland for sixpence a bushel.’’ An American 


are only to be heard by writing their quiet letters 
to their representatives, and sending their quiet 
petitions here; and | have frequently thought that 
when one of these men signed a petition, with five 
hundred, or six hundred, or one thousand others; 
he thought when he signed his name ‘it cannot 


be possible that Congress will resist that petition. | 
They must be satisfied that this measure Is right, | 


and that we demand it in earnest.’’ Little do they 


know how that petition is treated when it comes | 


here. They little think it is buried in that com- 
mittee room up in the third story of this Capitol. 
These are the kind of people who petition on this 
subject, and who have no other means of being 
heard. Butl will not detain the Senate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The course of argument of 
my friend from Wisconsin has done me some injus- 
tice. He has spoken of petitions from Pennsyl- 
vania in favor of the homestead bill. | beg to 1n- 
form him that, in my opinion, there have been ten 
men from Pennsylvania who have petitioned in 
favor of fhe bill which I had the honor to offer as 
an amendment this evening, to one who has peti- 
tioned for the homestead bill. So much for that 
point. 

Now I beg leave to inform the honorable Sen- 
ator from Wisconsin, and the Senate, that lama 
better friend to the homestead doctrine than he is, 
and I will proveit. Lam in favor of graduating 
and reducing the price of the public lands, and 
that arrives at the same object which the Senator 
has in view, but in a more systematic way. | do 


not break up our land system by doing it. The | 
object of the honorable Senator is to give cheap | 


homes to the poor people. 
it by my project? 
of these railroad bills granting lands to railroad 
corporations was up, I offered as an amendment 
to it-a proposition graduating and reducing the 
price of the public lands, but the Senator from 
Wisconsin did not accede to it. These lands 
went into the hands of corporations at that time, 


Do I not accomplish 
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less. I think it is a proposition of the most dan- 
people there cannot get land warrants very readily. | 
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gerous tendency, and founded upon the most erro. 
neous principles; and although I believe, were a 
vote now taken, it would probably receive the 
sanction of the Senate, I feel it to be my duty to 
myself and to the constituency which | represent, 


| to protest earnestly against it. 


{A message was received from the House of 
tepresentatives, announcing that it had agreed to 
some, and disagreed to others of the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill of the House making ap- 
propriations for the current and contingent ex- 


| penses of the Indian Department; and for fulfilling 


| them. 


treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes for 
the year ending June 30, 1854. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 

Ordered, That the Senate insist upon its amendments 
disagreed to by the House, and ask a conference, and that 
the committee be appointed by the President pro tempore. } 


Mr. WELLER. My friend from Wisconsin 
seems to felicitate himself upon the prospect of 
bringing to a successful accomplishment his great 
project of giving to every man in the country the 
undisturbed enjoyment of one hundred and sixty 
acres of public land; and he says that unless we 
do this, those men who are now clamoring for 
bread will soon ery for blood. [ want to avoid 
that cry, and to be out of the way when it is 
made. I might be able to stand a demand on the 
public Treasury, or on the public land, in order 
to satisfy them; but when they demand blood, I 
would rather be in some snug place. [Laughter.] 
I was somewhat amused at the Senator from 


| Pennsylvania, who claims that he is more the 


friend of the poor man than the Senator from 
Wisconsin. ‘There seems to be a rivalry between 
The Senator from Pennsylvania says, 


| ** Did I not propose an amendment to graduate the 


price of the public lands, and to reduce them, so 


| as to enable the poor man to obtain a farm on the 


payment of a very small sum of money?’’ The 
Senator should have remembered the story which 


| was told of the Irishman, who, when he came to 





At the last session, when one | 


and the honorable Senator voted for those bills. | 


1 contend that the land system must supportitself, 
and I am willing to give the lands to the poor peo- 
ple at the same price which they cost the Govern- 
ment. That is the point. 

Mr. BADGER. The pending amendment to 
this bill is, as I understand it, in the words of the 
Senator from Wisconsin, to give land to the land- 


America, found that the potatoes were twenty-five 
Said he, ‘I could get them in 


said to him, ‘* Then why didn’t you stay there?”’ 
‘© Ah, but,” said he, “‘the thing was to get the 
sixpence.’’ [Laughter.} So it is in this case. 
The Senator from Wisconsin proposes to give the 
poor man land; and the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania wishes to give it to them for a very small 

rice. [am not anxious to be speaking at this 
oe of the night, or rather morning, and there- 
fore I will yield the floor to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, who, I understand, has a few remarks to 


| make on the subject. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD addressed the Senate in a 
speech, which will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. BADGER. I move, that the bill do lie 
upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION. 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, 
to which was referred the resolution in reference 


| to granting extra allowance to clerks and other 


employees of the Senate, has directed me to report 
it back with anamendment. It isto strike out all 


| after the word ** Resolved,’’ and insert: 


That there be paid, under the direction of the Committee to 
Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, 
to the employees of the Senate and other persons, including 
the public gardener, and the laborers in the Library and the 
center building, the sums that were allowed them respect- 
ively at the last session ; and to the fotders and other tem- 
porary employees, a pro rata for the time they were em- 
ployed. 

Mr. WELLER. Does that include the report- 
ers ? 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Itdoes. They are upon 
the last list. 

Mr. WELLER. 
would not vote for it. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
that it embraces them. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to strike out that part 
of the resolution making the allowance to the 
folders who have been employed temporarily, pro 
rata. 

Mr. WELLER. I will undoubtedly vote for 
that, if the Senator will give a good reason for it; 
but it may trouble him to do so. 

Mr. WALKER. If that is stricken out, it will 
conform to the resolution of the last session. 


If it did not embrace them, I 
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Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. It cought not to be 
ken out. Some of these folders have not been 
1 employed more than five or six days during the 
p present session, and therefore they should not re- 
) ceive the full allowance. | am the last person who 
: would do injustice to the folders. 

Mr. WALKER. I withdraw the motion. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

, R*®GISTER TO VESSELS. 

, Mr. HAMLIN. The Senate passed a bill 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to grant 
a register to certain vessels. The House amended 
it by authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury also 
to change the name of the Roger Williams to El 
Paraguay. The reason for changing the name of 
that vessel was, that it was a steamer going to 
South America, and it was deeined advisable to 
have a Spanish name. It came back here, and I 
moved an amendment to it adding another section 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
a revister to another vessel. It was returned to 
the House, and I learn that it is utterly impossi- 
ble to reach itthere. I therefore move that a mes- 
sage be sent to the House requesting them to re- 
turn the bill, so that we may pass it as it came | 
from the House without amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SUSPENSION OF A RULE. 

Mr. DAVIS. There isa resolution on the table 
which has come from the House merely to sus- 
pend the rules. I move that it be taken up and 
acted upon. 

The resolution was as follows: 

i “ Resolved, (with the concurrence of the Senate,) That 
the 16th joint rule of the two House be suspended for the 
sent session, so far as relates to the bill of the House 


, 


” spirit 


pre 


No. 368, entitled ‘An act for the relief of Robert Gibson.’ ” 
Mr. ADAMS. That rule has already been 


suspended with regard to all bills. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am directed by the mana- 
gers on the part of the Senate on the Committee 
of Conference on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, to report that the two committees could not 
agree. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to inquire of 
the chairman what were the points of difference 
between the two Houses, in order that we may 
be enabled to determine whether there is a possi- 
bility of settling the question. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not suppose it is proper 
for me to report what passed in the conference. 
If the Senator desires to know my individual 
opinion as to the prospect of a settlement, I will 
say that 1 believe if the Senate were to recede 
from its amendment in relation to salaries of the 
Heads of the Departments, there would be an 
arreement in regard to other matters. 

Mr. WELLER. If, then, it be in order, I 
would move that the Committee of Conference be 
instructed to recede from that amendment. I voted 
for it myself. There is no man upon this floor 
who sustained it with more sincerity than I did, 
for I think it was necessary to increase the com- 
pensation of the Cabinet officers; but I am unwill- 
ing that that point alone should defeat the whole 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill; and if that 
be the point in dispute, | move, if it is in order, 
that the Committee of Conference on the part of 
the Senate be instructed to recede from that amend- 
ment. lIask the Chair to decide whether the mo- 
tion is in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bancer 
in the chair.) The Chair does not feel author- 
ized to rule it out of order. 

Mr. RUSK. My opinion is, that if we had 
maintained our ground on the report of the former 
Committee of Conference, the thing would have 
been settled in half an hour. But, sir, I feel that 
it is improper to embarrass the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance now. We have labored 
him very nearly to death. He has met with 
blame on all sides, but he has labored harder than 
any man in the Senate for the purpose of accom- 
modating these matters and getting them brought 
to a proper termination. My own opinion is, that 
if we had declined the second conference at first, 
all would have been right. 

Mr. WALKER. I am inclined to think that 
the motion of the Senator from California is not 
known to any parliamentary proceeding. 
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in partnership with him, the amount of duties 
us casks of wine in June, 1833, which 


Mr. HUNTER. Perhaps it would be better 
for us to go on with other matters until we see 
what the House will do. 

Mr. WALKER. I was going to remark that, 
in my opinion, the motion is not one known to 
parliamentary proceedings. Further: it looks as 
though the Senate was really acting in hot haste 
in this matter. The chairman has reported ver- 
bally that the two committees cannotagree. They 
have separated. The members of the conference 
on the part of the House have returned to the 
House. If we should take this hot haste, and 
agree to the motion to instruct the committee 
which has already separated to recede from the 
amendment, I do not believe it will be according 
to any parliamentary proceeding. If we attempt 
to recede, let us do it ourselves; but I think even : ae 
that would be hasty, and therefore we had better ee -— han be eg pure a pees = 33 
wait until we know what the House is going to per month from the Ist of February, 15438, te 


. . » during his life. 
do. We were too hasty before upon the other ap- The | —s his | ; SP a tet ae 
ae . , i ras re rte o t Senate 
propriation bills. 1e sii) Was repor er ) 1e enate Wwitnou 


I think it will be well for us to etal Rabel ten? 1a third t oat 
g rie > yrdere o be rer : } a 
go on with other matters until we have a reason- || "Tenement, orcerer eee 8 eS eee 
a third time, and passed. 


able time to hear from the House. 

Mr. BELL. I rise toa question of order. Is 
the subject before the Senate? The bill is not 
here. Wecan neither recede, insist, adhere, nor 
give any instruction. I will not agree to accede 
to any such proposition; but we cannot move at 
all until we have the bill before us. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I rise to a point 
There is no committee to be instructed. The com- 
mittee is of course discharged, and cannot be in- 
structed. 

Mr. DAVIS. The only mode is to wait until 
we hear from the House. 

HARPOW SPAULDING. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I have an appeal to make 
to the Senate. It will be recollected that I at- 
tempted, about a week ago, to get up a private 


paid on vari 
weredestroyed by firein Philadelphia, while instore 
In the custom-house; provided that the Secretary 
be furnished with satisfactory proof that the goods 
were so destroyed by fire and were not insured. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 


CORNELIUS HUGHES, 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, th 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to consider the bill from the House of Represent- 
atives for the relief of Cornelius Hughes, of Ten- 
! tthe Secretary of the 


It proposes to direc 
Interior to place name on the roll of invalid 


e 


nessee, 


his 


JOSEPH T. JOHNSTON. 

On motion by Mr. FOOT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Joseph Johnston, approved May 4, 1852, 
by correcting a clerical error. 
sert the letter **¢’’ in the name of Johnston, which 
had been omitted in a former bill, so that he may 
enioy the benefit of the act. : 

The bill was reported to 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 

PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution; 

considered by unanimous consent, and 


It proposes to in- 


of order. 


the Senate without 


which was 
unanimously agreed to: 


bill. It was under consideration, and the Senate Resolved. That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to 
adjourned upon it. If it had not adjourned the | the Hon. Davin R. Arcuison for the dignity and impar 
bill would have passed in one moment. It is a | tality with which he has discharged the duties of tie Chair, 
bill for the relief of Harlow Spaulding. I move NATHAN H. DARLING. 


that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 

| The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. It proposes to dirett the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury to pay him the usual com- 
pensation of pursers for the time he acted in that 
capacity, after deducting the amount received by 
him for his services as clerk. 

Mr. WELLER. | do notlike to object to that, 
but when it was up before, the Senator from New 
Hampshire said he desired to discuss it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, and 
was read a third time, and passed. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message was received from the Tlouse of 
Representatives, by Mr. Haves, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that it insisted on its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate to House bill No. 
366, entitled “A bill making appro; riations forthe per month, from the Ist of January, 1852, to con- 
‘current and contingent expenses of the Indian | tinue during his life. ? 

‘ Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations The bill was reported to the Senate without 
‘with various Indian tribes, for the year ending amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
‘ June 30, 1854,’’ and had agreed to a Comitteeof q third time, and passed. 
Conference, and appointed Mr. Dunnam, Mr. ia 
Brices, and Mr. Preston Kina, managers on its JOBH SESBAUCH. 
part. by Mr. WELLER 


YR, the Senate, as 
THE LATE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
Mr. BORLAND. 


the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
lution: 


relief of John Kerbaugh. It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 

Resolved, That the difference between the pay of Vice 
President and the amount received by the Hon. William 


John Kerbaugh, of the State of Tennessee, on the 
R. King, for mileage and per diem compensation as Senator 


roll of invalid pensioners, and to allow him a pen- 
and additional pay as President pro tempore, from the llth sion of $533 per month, from the first of January, 
of July, 1850, to the 20th of December, 1852, be paid from 


to continue during his life. 
the contingent fund of the Senate. The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
third time, and passed. 
JOHN HUFFINGTON. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. The Committee on Claim 3, 
to which was referred the bill for the relief of John 
Huffington, has directed me to report it back with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

Mr. PETTIT. I move that ‘tu e Senate proceed 
to the consideration of that bill now 

Tie motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to John Huffington the sum of 
$2,000, for the loss of a schooner sunk in 1822 


On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Nathan H. Darling. It 
rect the Secretary of the Interiorto place the name 
of Nathan H. Darling, of Lake county, Iilinois, 
on the roll of invalid the rate of 
eight do! ars per month, to commence April 5, 


} 
muea 


proposes to di- 


pensioners, at 
1852, and cont iring his life. 

The bill was to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 

GILMAN SMITH, 

On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the Llouse of Representatives ‘‘ for 
the relief of Gilman Smith.’’ It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior to place his name on 
the roll of pensioners at the rate of eight dollars 


reported 


On motion 


I submit the following reso- 


I will simply remark that that is an exact copy 
of the resolution which was formerly passed in 
the case of the honorable Senator from North 
Carolina, [Mr. Maneum.] 

Mr. BADGER. It is all right. 

The resolution was considered, and unanimously 
agreed to. 

S. MORRIS WALN. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill from the House of Representatives 
|| for the relief of S. Morris Waln. It proposes to 
|| direct the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 8. 
|, Morris Waln, who survived Henry Percival, late | 
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while in the employ of the United States; but no 
interest is to be allowed. 

Mr. PETTIT. I have the documents and 
papers in that case. If gentlemen want to hear 
them read, I will read them with on The 
claim is perfectly right beyond all question. It 
has aol passed the House of Representatives. 

The bill, was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read | 


a third time, and passed. 


EXPLORATION OF THE AMAZON. 


Mr. FISH. I move that the Senate take up for 
consideration the resolution reported from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, for printing the re- 
port of Lieutenant Herndon. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The resolution is as follows: 

“ Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Sen 
ate, ten thousand extra copies of the first report of the ex- 
ploration of the valley of the Amazon and its tributaries, 
made by Lieutenant William Herndon in connection with 
Lieutenant Lardener Gibbon, under instructions from the 
Navy Department; and also, the same number of copies of 
the remaining portion of the report which may hereafter be 
furnished, together with the maps and charts of the objects 
treated of in said report, ef which number, five hundred 
shall be furnished to the Navy Department, and two hun- 
dred to Lieutenants Herndon and Gibbon, one hundred 
each. 

“ Resolved further, That if the remaining portion of the 
report shall not be printed before the close of the present 
session, it be transmitted to the Secretary of the Senate.’’ 


The resolution was agreed to. 


MARY BAWRY. 

On motion by Mr. SUMNER, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill from the House of Representatives ‘‘ for the 
relief of Mary Bawry.’’ It proposes to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to place upon the pension 
roll the name of Mary Bawry, of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, widow of Lewis Bawry, who served 
three campaigns as a captain of grenadiers during 
the revolutionary war, and to pay her a pension 
at the rate of $600 per annum from the 25th of 
June, 1850, during her life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


BETSEY NORTON. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that it had passed Senate bill for the 
relief of Betsey Norton. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. BORLAND. TI hold in my hand several 
reports from the Committee on Printing, which I 
am directed to submit to the Senate. The first is 
to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That seventeen thousand extra copies of the 
Arts and Manufactures, and thirty-two thousand eight 
hundred copies of Agricultural reports of the Commis- 
sioner of Patents be printed for the use of the Senate. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


COAST SURVEY REPORT. 

Mr. BORLAND. I have also the following 
resolution to report: 

** Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the report 
of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the year 1852 
be printed; five thousand copies for the use of the Senate, 
and the remainder for the use of the Coast Survey Office ; 
that said report be printed and bound with plates in quarto 
form, and that the plates be executed under the direction of 


the Superintendent of the Coast Survey; the cost thereof 
not to exceed one dollar per set.” 


The resolution was agreed to. 
SITGREAVES’S REPORT. 


Mr. BORLAND. Thesame committee, to which 
was referred the report of the Secretary of War 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, a report of the expedition down the 
Missouri aud Colorado rivers by Captain Sit- 


greaves, has directed me to report in favor of 
printing the same. 


The report was agreed to. 
Mr. CHASE. I move thattwo thousand extra 


a of that report be printed. 
he motion was agreed to. 


BUSINESS BEFORE COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND. I have a number of reports 
from which the Committee on Public Lands ask 
to be di ed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I moveto discharge that 
committee from all unfinished business before it. 
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— 
Mr. ADAMS. I move to amend by inserting | 


** all committees.’’ | 
Mr. BADGER. The Senator will allow me to | 


. . . '} 
suggest to him, that it necessarily follows, accord- || 
| 


ing to parliamentary law, when the session ex- 

pires, the committees are discharged. 

fore not necessary to make the motion. 
Mr. ADAMS. I withdraw the motion. 


SOLAR COMPASS, | 
Mr. BORLAND. The Committee on Public | 
Lands has directed me to report a bill to enable | 
the United States to make use of the solar com- 
pass in public surveys. I do not desire to ask | 
for its passage now, but simply that the bill and 
report may be printed. 


They were ordered to be printed. 


SOUTHERN MICHIGAN RAILROAD COMPANY. | 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of i ** for 
the relief of the Southern Michigan Railroad Com- 
pany.’’ It proposes to direct the Postmaster Gen- | 
eral to pay to that company $971 47, for services 
in transporting the great northern mail. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


HENRY CLICK. 


On motion by Mr. WELLER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill from the House of Representatives to in- | 
crease the pension of Henry Click, of Tennessee. || 
It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior | 
to increase the pension of Henry Click, who was | 
placed on the roll of pensioners under the act for | 
the relief of certain invalid pensioners, approved 
March 2, 1833, to $8 per month, such increase to || 
commence on the Ist of January, 1848. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JAMES H. JENKINS. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of James H. Jenkins. It proposes to direct 
the Postmaster General to pay him $3,198, for 
damages actually incurred by him in consequence 
of an order from the Postmaster General changing 
the route on which he had contracted to carry the 
mail to a point between Knoxville and Sparta, in 
Tennessee. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


It is there- | 


MARY PIERSON. 

On motion by Mr. FOOT, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Mary Pierson. It proposes to direct the | 
Secretary of the Interior to place the name of Mary | 
Pierson, of Newburyport, Massachusetts, widow 
of Siias Pierson, on the roll of revolutionary pen- 
sioners, at the rate of twenty-four dollars per | 
month, from the 16th of March, 1848, during life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


JAMES WRIGHT, JR. | 
On motion by Mr. BELL, the Senate, as in | 


Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider | 


the bill from the House of Representatives for the | 
relief of James Wright, jr. 
the Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 
James Wright, jr., of Sullivan county, Tennessee, | 
on the roll of invalid pensioners, and that he be 
allowed a pension of $5 33 per month from the 
4th of March, 1840, during life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


REGISTERS FOR VESSELS. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, 
announcing that in conformity with the request 
of the Senate, it returned to the Senate a bill au- 
thorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to grant a 
register to certain vessels. 

r. HAMLIN. 


t proposes to direct || 


I move to reconsider the vote |! 


March 8, 


by which the Senate adopted an amendment to 
that bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment, it 
was rejected; consequently the bill as it came from 
the House of Representatives was passed. 


THOMPSON BARNETT. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, the Sen- 
ate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to 
consider the joint resolution from the House of 
Representatives for the relief of Thompson Bar- 
nett. It proposes to direct the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to pay to Thompson Barnett, of Logansport, 
Indiana, $123 75 for services rendered by him in 
carrying the mail in Indiana from July 1, 1842, to 
February 16, 1843. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


CONTINUANCE OF SELECT COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I offer the following resolu 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee appointed to in 
quire into abuses, bribery, or fraud in the prosecution of 
claims before Congress, Commissions, or the Departments, 
or in passing through Congress bills embracing private, in 
dividual, or corporate interests, or in obtaining or granting 
contracts, be continued after the close of the present session 
of Congress, during the continuance of the Executive ses 
sion, commencing on the 4th of March instant. 


Mr. WELLER. Idesiretoamend that. The 
committee appointed to investigate the charges 
made against the United States Boundary Com- 
mission has been engaged in taking testimony for 
many weeks past. At least four or five deposi- 
tions have been taken to-day. I move, therefore, 
to insert in the resolution the words ‘‘ and the Se- 


| lect Committee on Mexican Boundary Com- 
| lect Committee on the Mexi Boundary C 


mission.’? The committee will not beable to com- 


| plete its duties until the extra session of the Senat: 


is through. 
The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu 


| tion as amended was adopted. 


PERCENTAGE ON COMPENSATION. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to offer a resolu- 


tion to do a simple act of justice. By an act of 
Congress of the last session, our clerks, messen- 
gers, laborers, and employees received twenty per 
cent. in addition to their pay. The construction 
of that law by the Comptroller excluded our Ser- 
geant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper, and the Sergeant- 
at-Arms and Doorkeeper of the House, who are 
neither clerks nor messengers. Upon discovering 
that, the House made provision for their Sergeant- 
at-Arms and Doorkeeper; and the resolution which 
[ propose is simply to correct the mistake in re- 
gard to our Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper, in 
order that they who did not happen to be either 
clerks or messengers shal! stand as the others did. 

The resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That there be paid to the Sergeant-at-Arms of 
the Senate and Assistant Doorkeeper Holland,who received 
no part of the percentage of increase allowed to other 
officers and employees of the Senate at the last session, the 
same addition to their regular pay which the House of Rep 
resentatives has authorized to be added to the former pay of 
the Sergeant at-Arms and Doorkeeper of the House. 

The resolution was read a first and second time, 
and considered by the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole; and no amendment being proposed, it 
was reported to the Senate, ordered to a third read- 
ing, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. WELLER subsequently said: A resolu- 
tion was introduced by the Senator from Maine a 
few moments ago in regard to percentage of two 
of our officers. The question upon that resolu- 
tion was taken without a division. I therefore 
move to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I should like to know the 


reasons for that motion. There seems to be some 


| misapprehension on the part of the Senator. 


Mr. WELLER. I desire to know the reason 
why a discrimination should be made in favor of 
these officers. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I will explain it. At the 
last session of Congress there was put into the 
appropriation bill a provision that the clerks and 
messengers should receive twenty per cent. in ad- 
dition to their pay. The Comptroller decided that 
the Sergeants-at-Arms and Assistant Doorkeepers 


| of both Houses were neither clerks nor messen- 


gers, consequently they did not get the twenty per 
cent. Since that was known tothe House, it was 
corrected by making an addition to the pay of their 
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Sergeant-at-Arms and Doorkeeper. This resolu- 
tion, relating only to the last session, puts those 
two officers precisely where the others are. 

Mr. WELLER. Let us hear the resolution 
read. 

It was accordingly read. 

Mr. WELLER. Iwas not in the Senate at 
the time the vote wastaken. AllI desired to know 
was why these officers were not placed upon the 
same footing as others. I do not know that they 
have discharged their duties with greater fidelity 
than the others. Therefore | was anxious to know 
why the discrimination was made. If the only 
effect of the resolution is to place them on the 
same footing with other officers of the Senate, I 
have no objection. If it had been otherwise I 

ould have acted otherwise. As my friend from 
Maine is just going out of the Senate, I did not 
know but that there might be something else in 
the resolution. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I will state that I was in 
the chair when the resolution was offered in re- 
rard to extra compensation, an | these two officers 


having been left out at the last session, | did not 
lesire that an invidious distinction should be made. 
| think that it was but an act e to do this 

r them. I willsay to the Sen: 1 California, 
that my object here is to do jus d not to suf: 
fer inequalities to exist, and I never let my f 


ro so far as to perm anything of the kind 

Mr. WELLER. The personal explanation 
which the Senator makes is entirely satisfactory. 
| withdraw my motion. 


JOHN OZIAS. 


Mr. BORLAND. Ihave a bill from the Com- 

ittee on Public Lands, for the relief of John 
Ozias [It is a House bill. 

Mr. WELLER. If my friend will allow me, 


Vy fate 


that when I was a member of the House 
f Representatives, a long time ago, that man was 


ynstituent of mine. I had something to do with | 
the reporting of a bill for him. He had paid money 
for some land which was not subject to entry at | 


the time, and he has labored for fifteen years to get 


ack the money. The Government of course pays || 


10 interest, and in that respect does whatno honest | 


man would dare to do, for he would be turned out 
of decent society ifhedid. This bill ought to have 
passed long ago. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I suppose I may ask the 
honorable Senator if he has any sinister motive in 
this? 

Mr. WELLER. Notatall. TheSenator for- 
gets the fact that I now come from California. 
Then I was from the State of Ohio. 
have read the newspapers lately, or he may have 
forgotten the fact that California was not then a 
part of the American Union. That news may not 
have got into Maine yet. [Laughter.} 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to; 
and the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider it. It proposes to authorize 
the Treasurer of the United States to pay to John 
Ozias $200, being the amount paid by him on the 
31st of October, 1835, for a quarter section of land 
which the Government had sold to another person. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without || 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a third 


time, and passed. 
CORNELIUS COVERT. 
On motion by Mr. FELCH, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the 
relief of Cornelius Covert, of Michigan. It pro- 
poses to direct the Postmaster General to pay him 
out of the revenues of the Post Office Department, 
$396 per annum, for the transportation of the mail 
on route No. 3777, instead of $219, for and during 
the term of the contract made and entered into in 
year 1850. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, 
the third time, and passed. 


WILLIAM J, PRICE. 


Mr. FELCH. 
tee on Public Lands, to which was referred the 
bill from the House of Representatives for the re- 
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lief of William J. Price, to report it back with | 
I move that it | 


the recommendation that it pass. 

be taken up for consideration now. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 

in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 





He may not | 





ordered to athird reading, read a | 


I am directed by the Commit- | 
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the bill. It proposes to confirm William J. Price 
in his title to a certain tract of land situated in the 
county of Johnson, State of Alabama, in what is 
called William Jones’s reservation, it being the 
place first settled by William Jones, and on his 
death transferred by his widow and heirs-at- 
law to William Price; provided that it shall be 
considered only as a relinquishment on the part 
of the United States, and shall not affect the rights 
of any minor heirs, or the heir of any other per- 
son. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. FELCH. I now ask leave to take up the 
bill from the House of Representatives to appro- 
priate lands for the support of schools in certain 
townships and fractional townships in the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota, not before provided for. It 
is only to enable the territorial authorities to se- 
lect lands which are deficient before the best lands 
are taken up. It is important to have it done 
shortly, on account of the rapidity with which 
lands are being taken up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
ideration of the bill. It proposes to direct that 
when sections Nos. 16 and 36, or either of them, 
directed to be reserved for school purposes by the 
18th section of the act approved March 3, 1849, 
shall be found fractional in quantity, there shall 
be reserved and appropriated other lands to make 
up the deficiency in quantity; provided, that the 
mode, manner, a@quantity of the selected lands 
shall be in conformity with the principle of the 
act approved May 20, 1826, to appropriate lands 
for the support of schools in certain townships 
and fractional townships not before provided for. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed 


RELIEF OF HENRY MILLER. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the Senate, 
as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con- 
sider the bill from the House of Representatives 
for the relief of Henry Miller, a soldier in the war 
| of 1812. It proposes that his name be placed on 
| the roll of invalid pensioners, at the rate of $8 per 
month from August 14, 1847. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


COMMITTEE ON MEXICAN CLAIMS. 


Mr. SOULE. The Committee on Mexican 
Claims wishes to report as soon as the trial now 
pending before the court in this District shall be 
over. In order that it may do so, it becomes ne- 

| cessary that the following resolution should be 
passed by the Senate: 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on the memorials in 
relation to the proceedings before the Commissioner of 
Claims against Mexico be continued after the close of the 
present session of Congress. 

Mr. HUNTER. Howlong?—through the extra 
| session, or through the summer? 

Mr. SOULE. We want to report immediately 
after the trial is over. 

Mr. HUNTER. Will that take beyond the 
extra session of the Senate? 

Mr. SOULE. We hope not. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I move to confine the 
| operation of the resolution to the special session. 

Mr. SOULE. I will remark that it may not 
be in our power, on account of the protracted trial, 
to report precisely on the termination of our extra 
session; but we wish to report as soon as that trial 


i If you impose any limitation, you may 


is Over. 
defeat the object for which the committee was ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I think it is wrong to 
make that distinction in regard to committees. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Notatall. 

Mr.SOULE. I merely remark, that the object 
is to enable the committee to report as soon as 
| there is no longer any obstruction in the way. It 
may not be in our power to report precisely at the 
day on which the extra session shall terminate, 
because the contingency is beyond our control; 
and therefore there will be no justice in imposing 
on the committee, in whose name I have now the 
| honor of addressing the Senate, the limitation pro- 


| posed. 
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The object of the committee is not by any 
means to protract its labors. aw 

Mr. BADGER. I think I can make a sugges- 
tion which will relieve our difficulty. Let the 
committee be continued until the end ef the extra 
session; and if it should be necessary, it can be 
continued after that by another resolution. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I agree to that. I 
move to amend the resolution so as to continue 
the committee during the ensuing extra session 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion as amended was adopted. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr. DODGE, of Lowa. 


l offer the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate copies of all instructions, re 
ports, or accompanying plans and estimates that have issued 
from or been made to that Department in executing the sur 
veys of improvements of harbors and rivers, under the act 
approved August 30, 1852, those instructions and re ports to 
include the directions distributing the duties between the 
two corps of engineers, establishing the two boards of en 
gineers, assigning the officers of the two corps to the several 
works, establishing special commissions, calling for esti 
mates contributing the first plan and the reports of the local 
engineers, the special commissions of the two boards of 
engineers, and of the chiefs of the two boards, to the Sec 
retary of War, upon which the final instructions are based ; 
and also that copies of all such instructions issued during 
the year be transmitted to Congress with each annual report 
of the Secretary of War. 


Mr. HAMLIN. That resolution simply pro 
vides that the Secretary shall communicat ‘to the 
Senate what he has done in expending the appro 
priation under the act of 1852; that he shall tell us 
in what manner he proposes to earry out the 
works on which the expenditures are to be made, 
and how much it will take to complete them; so that 
we shall have in one volume what is proposed to 


be done, and can know all about it 


The resolution was considered by unanimous 

consent, and agreed to. , 
TERRITORY OF NEW MENICHU. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move that the Senate take 
up House bill to provide for additional clerks, 
and extending the session of the Lezvislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of New Mexico. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill proposes to direct that the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory shall hereafter have 
authority to employ one person as translator and 
interpreter, and two clerks, in addition to the 
number they are now authorized to employ, for 
each House, during their session; that the ac- 
counts and charges of said interpreter and trans- 
lator shall be audited in the manner and upon the 
principle provided for auditing the other accounts: 
that of the four clerks to be employed in each 
House of the Assembly, two shall be qualified to 
write in the Spanish and twe in the English lan- 
guage; and that the Legislative Assembly shall 
hereafter be authorized to continue their sessions 
for a term not exceeding sixty days, instead of 
forty days, as heretofore pee) and that the 
Legislature shall cause to be paid to the commis- 
sioner appointed to draft a ool of laws such com- 
pensation as may be just and reasonable, to be 
~ out of the fund to defray the expenses of the 

erritory. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 


SCHOONER UNION. 


Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, reported a bill for the relief of the schooner 
Union. 


JASPAR A. MALTBY. 

Mr. FELCH. The Committee on Public Lands 
has directed me to report the bill frora the House 
of Representatives Or the relief of Jaspar A 
Maltby. I move that the Senate proceed to its 
consideration now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to direct the Commissioner 
of Pensions to issue to him a certificate for one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, in conformity 
with the provisions of the act of February II, 
1847, entitled ** An act to raise, for a limited time, 
an additional military force, and for other pur- 
oses.”” 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 
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WILLIAM H. WELLS. 

Mr. FELCH. Iam directed by the same com- 
mittee, to report a bill of a similar character for 
the relief of William H. Wells and others. I move 
that it may be considered now. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. 
the Interior to issue a land warrant for one hun- 
dred and sixty acres to William H. Wells, Adam 
Wells, and Sallie Wells, heirs-at-law of Lemuel 
Wells, on any unappropriated lands of the United 
States subject to private entry at $1 25 per acre, 
which shall be in full compensation for all services 
rendered by said Lemuel Wells as a soldier inthe 
war with Great Britain. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


SCH®OL LANDS IN INDIANA. 

Mr. FELCH. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands to report a bill to indem- 
nify the State of Indiana for the failure of a town- 
ship of land granted to said State on her admis- 
sion into the Union in 1816. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I will esteem 
jt a special favor if the Senate will proceed to the 
immediate consideration of that bill. It involves 
the perpetuity of one of the most valuable and 
useful institutions of learning in the Great West- 
ern Valley. An unexpected decision of the Su- 
preme Court has stripped the Bloomington College 
of all, or nearly all its means, That bill will re- 
store it to strength and future usefulness. I say 
to the Senate I will not tax them in this last hour 
of the session with a speech; it is right; in the 
broad sense of the word, I say it is right. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
yroceeded to consider the bill; and no amendment 
inven offered, it was reported to the Senate, ordered 
to a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill from the 
House of Representatives authorizing the Gov- 
ernor of the Territory of New Mexico to call an 
extra session of the Legislative Assembly, should 
the same be deemed necessary and expedient. It 
is only to extend the power for one time and no 
more. It is merely to enable them to fix up their 
laws. 

‘The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the W hole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. No amendment being offered, it was re- 
ported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES. 

Mr. GEYER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mitteee on the Judiciary to make a report on the 
memorial of Thomas Ap Catesby Jones, accom- 
panied by a bill. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

ELIAS P. WEST. 

On motion by Mr. GEYER it was 

Ordered, That Elias P. West have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers from the files of the Senate. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that it had agreed to 
the recommendation of the report of the first Com- 
mittee of Conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending June 30, 1854. 

Also, that the House had passed a bill for the 
relief of George Poindexter. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. GWIN. [am instructed by the Commit- 
tee of Conference on the naval appropriation bill 
to report to the Senate that the committee met the 
committee on the part of the House, and that they 
have been unable to agree. I will state to the 
Senate that the committee on the part of the Sen- 
ate gave up nearly the whole of our amendments, 
but we found that some points which we consid- 
ered material, we were not authorized to give up; 
and, therefore, there is a disagreement between 
the two Houses. I submit this report from the 
managers on the part of the Senate, and ask that 
they be discharged. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. May I be permitted to 
ask what the points of disagreement were? 


It proposes to direct the Secretary of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


Mr. GWIN. 
to state them. 

The committee was discharged. 

Mr. BADGER. I move that the Senate adhere 
to its amendments to the bill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Can we not adhere to 
some and recede from others? If we are to come 
to any compromise with the House, had we not 
better take that course? 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator from 
North Carolina will move to insist instead of ad- 
here. 

Mr. BADGER. We have insisted already. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senate will take up 
the bill by sections. We can agree to recede from 
a great many of the amendments, and leave it to 
the House to insist on or recede from the others. 

Mr. BADGER. I make the motion to get the 
sense of the Senate. 

Mr. GWIN. There are certain of our amend- 
ments which the committee of the Senate agreed 
to recede from. I propose to ask the Senate to 
recede from them; and then there are several upon 
which the committees could not agree. We can 
adhere to them, and ask another Committee of 
Conference. 

Mr. BADGER. I have no objection to doing 
that. I withdraw my motion for that purpose. I | 
do not want to take up the amendments separately, 
and if the chairman will indicate the amendments 
which the Committee of Conference were willing 
to give up, I will have no objection to receding 
from them. 

Mr. GWIN. I now move that the Senate re- 
cede from its second amendment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON. There being no report made, 
the Senate has not power to pursue this course. 
The bill has already passed the Senate and gone 
to the House, and they have passed it with cer- 
tain amendments. We can agree to the amend- 
ments of the House, but we cannot recede from 
any of our amendments. 

Mr. GWIN. I will move to reconsider the mo- 
tion that was made to insist on the second amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
we recede now? 

The PRESIDENT. The motion made by the | 
Senator to recede implies that the motion to Insist 
has been reconsidered. 

Mr. GWIN. I now move that the Senate re- 
cede from its 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 
llth amendments. They are designed to make 
the appropriations conform to the estimates. The 
House cut the estimates down. The committee 
agreed that the bill, in this particular, should pass 
with theestimates cutdown. These amendments 
are all in relation to the various navy-yards. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate agree to 
the amendment of the House to the twelfth amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

The amendment of the House was to add: 

** Provided, That no part of the appropriation shall be 


expended until the State of New York shall cede the juris- 
diction over the navy-yard to the United States, and untl 


Is that necessary ?>—Cannot 


the title to the same be settled, excepting so much of the 


appropriation as may be needed for completing the engine- 


| house, and for repairs of all kinds.’? 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. [now move that the Senate re- 
cede from the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 
19th, 20th, and 2lst amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. I further move to recede from 
our 28th and 29th amendments, and also the 42d, 
which is in relation to the organization of the 
Navy. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr.GWIN. [now move that the Senate recede 
from its amendment in regard to Lieutenants 
Herndon and Gibbon, of the United States Navy, 
who were engaged in exploring the Amazon. 

Mr. BELL. Upon what principle will this 
body reject such an appropriation ? 

Mr. ADAMS. It is a private claim. 

Mr. BELL. No, sir; these men were employed 
by public authority; and every person who has 
been employed in a similar service has been paid. 
If you had seen one of these gentlemen, and heard 
the narfative of their privations and adventures, 
their hair-breadth escapes, and their exposures to 


) the climate, in an exploration extending three | 


BE. 


I do not feel myself authorized | 
\| 


improperly. 
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thousand or four thousand miles in a country 
which we are deeply interested in knowing some- 
thing about, I should like to know upon what 
principle the Senate would vote to recede from the 
proposition to give them a sufficient compensation? 
I move to insist _ the amendment. 


Mr. GWIN. withdraw the motion to recede. 
The motion to insist was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate recede 
from its amendments granting additional compen- 
sation to the officers, petty officers, and seamen 
of the United States Navy, and officers, non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates of the 
Marine Corps, and the officers and men of the 
Revenue Service who served in the Pacific, on the 
coast of California and Mexico, during the late 
war with Mexico. 

Mr. BADGER. I was willing to go it blind, 
and do whatever the committee did, and stand by 
them, but really I do not like to recede from that 
amendment. 

Mr. GWIN. 
will give way. 

Mr. BADGER. I movethat the Senate adhere 
to its amendment. It is simply to put the ma- 
rines on the same footing with the others who 
were employed in our service. 

The motion to adhere was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the Senate agree to 
the House amendment to the Senate amendment 
No. 38. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GWIN. I now move that the Senate in- 
sist upon its other amendments, and ask a com- 
mittee of conference, and that the Chair appoint 
the committee. 

The motion was agreed to, and the same com- 
mittee was reappointed. 


GARDINER HERRING. 

Mr. GEYER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Pensions to ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill from the House 
of Representatives for the relief of Gardiner Her- 
ring. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CHASE. I ask the Senate to take up that 
billand actuponit. It has passed the House, and 
the only difficulty with the committee was, that 
the statement of the soundness of Herring at the 
time he entered the service was not sworn to. I 
am informed, and believe, that a sworn statement 
was filed and was mislaid. [tis avery meritorious 
case. The man is crippled and infirm and very 
old. I hope the Senate will act upon it. My 
friend from Missouri says he is satisfied with the 
claim, and will vote for it. 

Mr. GEYER. When the subject was before 
the committee, the only evidence consisted of un- 
sworn statements made by a number of persons 
in relation to the state of his health prior to his 
entering the service, together with several opin- 
ions also expressed, and some of them sworn to. 
I was instructed by the committee to ask to be 
discharged, but upon further examination, I find 
that the state of the health of the applicant before 
he entered the service was sworn to by one wit- 
ness. It was satisfactory tome. There has not 
been a meeting of the committee since I ascer- 
tained that fact. I am disposed to vote for the 
bill. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
of this case 

Mr. CHASE. I am satisfied with it. 

Mr. ADAMS. Wereferred the question toa 
committee, and we take their report very much on 
trust. That committee has failed to report favor- 
ably upon the bill. Now, to take up a bill which 
has not been reported favorably upon at this stage 
of the session, it seems to me would be acting very 


If the Senate adheres the House 


I know nothing of the merits 





r. BADGER. I think not. Here is my 
friend from Missouri, the most accurate man in 
the world, who says that on inquiry he finds there 
is satisfactory evidence in the case. 

Mr. ADAMS. That may be true, but the ma- 
jority of the committee have not authorized him 
to report it. 

Mr. GEYER. I desire to state, for the inform- 
ation of the Senator from Mississippi, that since 
I discovered the evidence to which I allude, among 
the papers, the committee has not had a meeting. 
If the committee had had a meeting, I intended to 
report upon it as a sub-committee, and report in 
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1853. 


favor of its passage. 
have agreed to it, 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to; 

and the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to its consideration. 
: It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of Gardiner Herring, of the 
State of Ohio, on the invalid gree: roll, at the 
rate of eight dollars per month, from the Ist of 
January, 1845, during life. 

Mr. ADAMS. I wish to hear some reason 
why the pension is to commence in 1845. 

Mr. GEYER. That is the time when the proof 
was made, the petition presented to the House, 
and a report favorably made upon it. 

Mr. ADAMS. When were the services ren- 
dered ? 

Mr.GEYER. In the war of 1812. The per- 
son was a private in the 14th regiment of infantry 
in that war. 

Mr. ADAMS. As the case occupies a very 
peculiar position, I will move to strike out 1845, 
and insert 1853. 

Mr. CHASE. I am certain my friend from 
Mississippi will not do that. It will involve the 
necessity of sending the bill back to the House. 

Mr. ADAMS. ‘As that is the case, [ withdraw 
the amendment. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was read a third time and passed. 


ROBERT GIBSON. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives for the 

lief of Robert Gibsen. 

It proj 208es to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to allow hima pension, at the rate of eight dollars 
a month, from the Ist of January, 1852, during 


I 


I am satisfied they would 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
a third time, and passed. 


LAND OFFICES IN FLORIDA. 


Mr. FELCH. I am directed by the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the peti- 
tions of citizens of the southern portion of Florida, 
praying the establishment of a new land office 
there, to report a bill. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
considered by the Senate as in committee of the 
whole. 

It proposes to establish a new land district in 
Florida, and makes the usual provisions for the 
appointment of the necessary officers, and the 
transfer of maps, plats, &c., in relation to it, to 
the proper office 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


WEST FELICIANA RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. DAWSON. It will be recollected by the 
Senate that my friend the Senator from Missis- 
sippi, (Mr. Brooxe,]} hada bill for the relief of 
the West Feliciana Railroad Company. We went 
into Committee of the Whole upon it, and came 
out of committee, agreeing to an amendment, and 
the bill then went over to be read a third time the 
next day, wher it was passed over in consequence 
of my absence. There was an amendment to it 
agreed to, putting a railroad in Georgia upon the 
same footing. I move that the Senate take up 
that bill now. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill. It was or- 
dered to athird reading, was read a third time, and 
passed; and the title was amended by adding ‘* and 
for other purposes.’ 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, by some mis- 
take the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Firzpar- 
rick] has made a very careful examination of some 
enrolled bills. He belongs to the Committee on 
Engrossed Bills. In order to enable him to re- 
port them, I move that he be appointed an addi- 
tional member of the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, 
stating that the House concurred in the resolution 


that the 16th and 17th joint rule be suspended so || 





far as relates to Senate bill No. 678; and that it 


had passed Senate bills Nos. 601 and 631 with 
amendment. 


URSULA E. COBB, 


On motion of Mr. FISH, the Senate concurred 
in the amendment of the House to the bill for the 
relief of Ursula E. Cobb 

The amendment of the House was to strike out 
of the bill the words— 

* Half monthly pay which her husband was receiving at 
the time of his death, such compensation to commence on 
the 9th of May, 1848, and continue during her widowhood ; 


And insert in lieu thereof: 


Ten dollars per month, to commence on the 9h of 
May, 148, and to continue for and during the term of five 
years.” 

TERRITORY OF NEBRASKA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. As there seems to be no 
business before the Senate, | move to take up the 
bill from the House of Represent: ulives Lo organize 
the Territory of Nebraska, 

Mr. RUSK. I hope that bill will not be taken 
up. It will lead to discussion beyond all question, 
Mr. ATCHISON, (Mr. Bext in the chair. 

Il must ask the indulgence of the Senate to say 
one word in relation to this matter. Perhaps 
there is not a State in the Union more deeply in- 
terested in this question than the State of Missou- 

If not the largest, [ will say the best portion 
of that territory, perhaps the only portion of it 
that in half a century will become a State, 
immediately west of the State of Missouri. It is 
only a question of time whether we will organize 
the territory at this session of Congress, or wheth- 
er we will do it at the next session; and for my 
own part Ilacknowledge now, as the Senator from 
Illinois well knows, when I came to this city, at 
the beginning of the last session, | was perhaps 
as much opposed to the proposition as the Sena- 
tor from Texas now is. The Senator from lowa 
knows it; and it was for reasons which | will not 
now mention or suggest. 
reflection and investigation in my own mind and 
from the opinions of others- —my constitu-nts 
whose opinions | am bound to respect—come to 
the conclusion that now is the time for the organ- 
ization of this Territory. It is the most propitious 
time. The treaties with the various Indian tribes, 
the titles to whose possessions must be extin- 
guished, can better be made now than atany future 


lies 


But, sir, 1 have upon 


time; for as this question is agitated, and as it is 
understood, white men, speculators, will inter- 


pose and interfere, and the longer it is postponed 
the more we will have to fear from them. and the 
more difficult it will be to extinguish the Indian 
title in that country, and the harder the terms to 
be imposed. Therefore, Mr. President, for this 
reason, without going into detail, | am willing 
now that the question shall be taken, whether we 
will proceed to the consideration of the bill or not. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
the former chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, (Mr. Arcutson.] I desire to inquire 
whether the country to be embraced in this Ter- 
ritory belongs to the Indians? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator will allow a 
vote to be taken, and the bill to be taken up, he 
will see how it is. 

Mr. ADAMS. I want to know now. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But this is not proceeding 
regularly. Allow the bill to be taken up, and 
then discuss it. 

Mr. ADAMS. It is the first time that I ever 
heard such objection raised in this body as that 
such remarks were irregular. It would be 


con- 
trary to presedent not to be irregular. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have no objection to dis- 


cuss the merits of the, bill, but | want a free scope 
of debate allowed. If the Senate will allow the 
bill to be taken up, | will endeavor to explain the 
matter. 

Mr. ADAMS. Iam not willing to take it up 
until [ am convinced that we have jurisdiction 
over it. If [ am correctly informed in relation to 


it, the portion of country proposed to be embraced 


. 


in this new Territory is Indianterritory. Accord- 
ing to the treaties we have formed with the Indian 
tribes they have the usufruct of the 
they have a right to occupy the _ter tory, a 

cording to treaty stipulations with the United 
| States, in all time to come, if they - think proper 
to keep it. But the Government has reserved 


land; that is, 


I wish to make an inquiry of 


Liil 


to itself the right, in the event of their selling it, 
to purchase it. The only power, the only title 

that the United States has to any portion of the 
territory, as | understand it, is the 
chase it. The Government 
main, but the 


right to pur- 
has the eminent do- 
usufruct belongs to the Indians, if 
they think proper to keep it, in all t 
If there is one foot of it 
to extend our 


me to come. 
we have no right 
over it. Again: lam 
told that there are not one hundred white people 
there, and they are all trespassers. To at 
then, to call this bill up and pass it, with so thin a 
Senate as this, is, in my humble judgment, improp- 
er, and cannot meet my approbation If it were 
a private claim, a mere matter of justice to an in- 
dividual, | would have no but at this 
stage of.the session to of 80 
much importance, it not be 
done, and I shall resist, by all the means known 
to me, consistent with the rules of the Senate, the 
consideration of the bill 


there, 
jurisdiction 


empt, 


objection: 
call up a measure 


seems to me, should 


at this time. 
INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BASTIAN. The Committee of Con- 
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the Indian appropriation bill, 
to agree. I therefore do not make any report as 
such, but feel myself authorized and instructed, 
In consequence of the understanding between the 
members of the committee, 
have agreed upon all the pr 


have been unable 


to say that we could 
ints of difference, beings 
nt the ni th 


an peter die in 


five out of six, exce 
Senate 


amendment of the 


, which was reference to 
military Indian reservations in California. Upon 
that the Committee of Conference was 
I will further state, that the 
which we agreed, or the terms upon wht 


unable to 
arree, terms upon 


cn weare 


likely to agree, would be by the Senate re eding 
from amendment No. 5 tothe bill, which isa p 

viso in reference to the payment of money to any 
agent, which was offered and recommended by the 
Senator from ‘Texas, inflicting penalties for its 
violation. The committee of the House was 


16 tl suse to 


amendment of the Sen ule, by wh 


willing to recommend to 


the sixth 


concur in 


i the 
appropriation of $15,000 to the ‘Texas Indians 
was increased to &30,000, with the proviso pro- 


posed to be added: 


‘Otwhich sum, $15,000 may be expended iu such man 
ner as the Secretary of the Interior may em necessary for 
subsistence and preserving peace with the [ndians.”’ 

The committee on the part »f the Senate agreed 


to recommend that the 


irom the 
rvation to 


Senate recede 
appropriation for the 
Andrew 


cing the 


value of the ress 
, and fro 


on of the 


Taylor m theamendment embra- 
time of the | 
upon the ground that there 


passing it now, bee 


extens ind commius- 
Calitornia, 


was no nec 


sioners in 


essity for 1use the 


commission would not expire until M arch, 1854. 


5 4 


So that the committee could have agreed upon 
every point, with the exception af the ne for col- 
lecting the Indians together in California, It was 
understood, nowever, that if the Senate acted upon 
this intimation, so far as to recede from the other 
amendments, the committee on the part of the 


Hou would undertake, on their individual re 
sponsibility, to recommend the Hlouse to meur 
in the amendment in revard to the California I: 

dians [| have now tated the pre spect which 
the bill has, but make no report. | therefore 


move that the Senate 
10th ist on its 6th and 9 h, 
and ask a committee of conference. 


Mr. BORLAND. 


of my collearue 


from its Sth, &th 


recede 
amendments, and ins 
| desire to make an inquiry 


with regard to the 5th amen: 


ment. I do not clearly understand the views of 
the committee on that subject, or the position 
which it stood. 

Mr. SEBASTI AN. The fifth amendment was 
a proviso to the ettect that the money should not 
be paid to any other person but the one to m 


it was appropriated. he 





committee 


recede from that, on the ground that there is al- 
2 ar | . 1 sal! | 

ready a provision of general law applicable to t! 

case. It was observed by the committee of the 


House that it would work with peculiar hardship 
upon the Ind 3 here attending to their br 
ness, parti iri leven nee being had to the Shaw- 
nee chiefs. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think it was tantamount 
to a sanction of corruption, fi 1/1, and swindling. 


1 move now 


Mr. SEBASTIAN I will divide the mot 
a that the Senate rece : 
and 10th amendn 


The motion was 


rents 


agreed to. 
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to recede from the 5th amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The objection made cannot 
apply to this. It was insisted upon by gentlemen 
who wished to pay the —T to the Shawnees 
in the State of Ohio, that it belonged to that tribe 
of Indians, and that the money belonged to them 


per capita. £ 


The Government is not, I hope, going | 


here, in the discharge of the trust confided to it, to | 


hand over to the Shawnee chiefs the amount of 


money in precious metals, because it would be | 


unsafe to trust that amount to them in traveling, 


for they have not the same protection that the | 


white man has. 
Government would still be amenable to the nation, 
who havea right toclaim it per capita. They say 


If it were so given, and lost, the | 


that it is inconvenient to pay in the manner pro- | 


posed; that some of the Shawnee chiefs objected to 
it. Has the Government listened to the objection 


made by the [Indians as to any particular mode | 


in which they wish to treat them? It is the first 
time the voice of the Indian has been heard in 
opposition to the power of this Government, un- 


less with his rifle in his hand, and in his own | 


Savannas, 


It is the very first time that we have | 


heard of it, and here it comes up all at once to | 


interpose in the execution of some very important 
matter connected with the well-being of the Indian. 


I will read the proviso to show that the objection | 


has no application, and that there is no objection 
to it, unless it is for the purpose of sanctioning 
fraud and imposition upon the Indians: 

‘ Provided, That the sum aforesaid shall be paid to the 
said tbe per capita, If any Indian agent, or other person 
shall violate this proviso, he or they shall be guilty of felony, 
and shall be liable toindictment inthe jurisdictionin which 
the Indians reside, and punishable by fine andimprisonment, 
the fine not to be over $1,000, or less than 8500, and to be 
imprisoned not more than ten years or less than five.”’ 


This does not prevent the Government paying 
the Indians per capita. A Jaw is in 


existence, | 


apart from this, requiring that from its passage all | 


appropriations made for the benefit of the Indians 
should be paid per capita. ‘There was a provision 


of law, and how has it been regarded? Whatdo we | 


hear from Minnesota? Six hundred and odd thou- 


sand dollars were appropriated by Congress for | 
the benefit of the Indians there to repay them for 


their lands, and provide for their sustentation for 


the present winter and the coming season, as they | 
had to remove to another section of the country. | 


Now, this law was in existence, and yet the Sec- 
retary of the [nterior, regardless of it, because there 
was no penalty affixed to its violation, sent that 
money, and the Indians are now in a starving con- 
dition, because the money has not been properly 
appropriated. ‘The man who found them in their 
starving condition, and provided for them, received 
not one cent, although his account was only 
$12,000, with sufficient and good vouchers, while 
the man who was their attorney here received some 


fifteen per cent., amounting to some seventy-odd | 
His name | 


thousand dollars of the appropriation. 


| be reached by a separate bill. 


from Texas, that this bill is to go to the House 
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Maret, 
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Mr. SEBASTIAN. I now make the motion | Mr. BAYARD. I would suggest to the Senator | the Government, now or hereafter, recognize any contract 


|| between any Indian or tribe, or part of a tribe, and any 


with the request on the part of the Senate fora | 


Committee of Conference. 

Mr. BORLAND. ‘To recede from this amend- 
ment? 

Mr. BAYARD. 
others. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to insist on this pro- 
visu; and I do it through respect to the Senate and 
for the honor of the Government. I do it for the 
sake of the Indians; and above that, I do it in 
honor of the eternal principles of justice and 
truth and honesty. We can rescue the Indians 
from the cupidity of the wretches who congregate 
around them like loathsome birds seeking for offal. 

If a transaction of this character had taken place 
within the limits of any State or Territory, and 
the same outrage had been perpetrated upon an 
individual, and the penal laws of the country had 
been brought to operate upon the person who 
swindled him out of this amount, or robbed him, 
the swindler would have have been put in the pil- 
lory, attached to the whipping-post, or consigned 
to the walls of the penitentiary. If we are determ- 
ined to correct the abuses that exist in our land, 
and assist these people who look to us for help, 
and cry for justice and right, we have now the op- 
portunity of insisting upon it; and I would sink 
beneath the foundation of this Capitol sooner than 
sanction such an imputation as that I had not list- 
ened to their voice of complaint, when calling for 

ustice. 

Mr. BAYARD. I trust my friend from Texas 
will withdraw his opposition. The object which 
he wishes to attain can be reached by a separate 
bill. If we do not recede from that amendment, 
we shall probably lose the bill. This provision 
only applies to a single case. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) The question is on receding from the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I was just going to state that 
the other act was a mandatory act, but there was 
no felony declared nor penalty attached; it was 
merely mandatory. That was all, and there it 
ceases. 

Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Delaware 
suggests that it is not right to attach these penal- 
ties to an appropriation bill, and that the case can 
Now, the Senator 
must see that the very object of attaching the pen- 
alty to the appropriation bill is to provide against 
the misappropriation of the money in this case; 


Precisely; and to insist on 


and if the penalty is not attached here, the outrage | 


may be perpetrated before the law can be passed 
providing for its punishment. 
send the penalty along with the appropriation, so 


as to protect it, and make sure that the money 
goes into the hands of those for whose benefit we 


was Tyler. Mr. Wat Tyler I think they call him. || 
He was their attorney, and came forward and said | 


he was entitled to the percentage. 

Mr. PEARCE, Will the Senator state when 
that transaction took place? Was it since the act 
of 1852? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
present year; within a few months past. 
know precisely when the act was passed. 

Mr. PEARCE. It was August 30, 1852. I 
want to know whether that took place since the 
passage of the act? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
time, though Iam not sure. 
tleman can give me information on that point. I 


I do not 


Yes, sir; it was within the | 


appropriate it. 

Mr. HUNTER. Unless we place some confi- 
dence in the Committee of Conference, we cannot 
get along. Itis now a quarter-past six o’clock 


a 


| in the morning. 


Mr. RUSK. Did I understand the Senator 


| from Maryland to say that the law of the 30th 


know it has been recently done, and there was no | 


penalty affixed to the act. 
ony. 


Mr. PEARCE. 


It was not made a fel- 


The act of 1852 provided that | 


all payments hereafter made to Indian tribes should | 


be paid per capita, with a few exceptions. First, 


when the treaty stipulation required otherwise. | 
Second, when, in the opinion of the President of | 


the United States, imperious necessity required him 
to depart from that restriction of law. It may be 
that in the case to which the Senator alludes, there 
was some treaty stipulation requiring it; but it is 


very manifest that there is just the same restriction | 


upon the Executive, and the same security that 
that provision would be respected by them in this 
cage, as in an ordinary case of taking money out 
of the Treasury without the sanction of law. 


| the whole of the argument of m 


[t must have been since that || 
Perhaps some gen- | 


August, 1852, was mandatory on the President 
and Secretary of State to pay out the money per 
capita ? 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I merely wish to say that 
colleague and 
of the Senator from Texas may be correct. But 
the question is, how much the Senate will recede 
from to obtain much from the House. Thatis the 
question which is presented. 

The question was taken on the motion to recede, 
and no quorum voted. 

Mr. PEARCE. I believe it was decided this 


morning to be in order to speak when there was 


The object is to | 


not a quorum present. I desire to call the attention | 


of the Senator from Texas to a provision already 


in the Indian appropriation bill, which is not the | 


subject of disagreement. The third section of this 
very bill contains this provision: 


‘* That no part of the appropriation herein made, or that 
may hereafter be made, for the benefit of any Indian, or 
tribe, or part of a tribe or Indians, shall be paid to any attor- 
ney or agent of such Indian or tribe, or part of a tribe, but 
shall in every case be paid directly to the Indian or Indians 
themselves, to whom it shall be due, or to the tribe or part 
of a tribe, per capita, unless the imperious interest of the 
Indian or Indians, or some treaty stipulation, shall require 
the payment to be made otherwise, under the special direc- 


attorney or agent for the prosecution of any claim against 
any of the Departments of the Government.’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. Does it provide for either 
whipping or branding ? 

Mr. PEARCE. It does not; nor for burning 
alive, nor for breaking on the wheel. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then it ought to provide for 
all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas insist on a division ? 

Mr. BORLAND. If the Senator from Texas 
says he is satisfied, 1 shall not persist in my op- 
position. But I must say, that for my life 1 can- 
not understand why there should be any objection 
to imposing a penalty for so grave a crime as the 
misapplication of the appropriation would be. 

Mr. HOUSTON. In the hope that the swarm 
of flies are pretty well filled, and will leave the fox 
but little, | withdraw my opposition 

The motion to recede from the fifth amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I now move that the Sen- 
ate insist upon the sixth and ninth amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I move that the Senate 
ask another Committee of Conference. 

Mr. BORLAND. I thought the reason urged 
for receding in the other case was, that the bill 
might pass. Now, there is a proposition to in- 
sist on other amendments. It is not carrying out 
the purpose which was stated. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. | stated that the object of 
receding was in order to bring out the points of 
difference upon which the committee on the part 
of the House gave their assurance that they would, 
on their own responsibility, recommend the adop- 
tion of our amendment upon which they could not 
agree. It was believed that in this way the diffi- 
culty might be removed, and the only points of 
difference between the two Houses would be ac- 
ceded to by the House. 

The motion to appoint a Committee of Confer- 
ence was agreed to, and the former committee was 


| reappointed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, by Mr. Haves, Chief Clerk, announ- 
cing that the House had agreed to a second Com- 
mittee of Conference upon the naval appropriation 
bill; and that Mr. Sranry, Mr. A. Jounson, and 
Mr. J. G. Jones, were appointed the committee 


on the part of the House; and that the House of 


Representatives had passed the joint resolution, 


| No. 79, ‘* in amendment of a joint resolution re- 


_ would exclude every practical manufacturer. 


| port. 


lating to the duties of inspectors of steamers, ap- 
yroved 7th January, 1853,’’ with an amendment, 
in which it asked the concurrence of the Senate. 


STEAMBOAT INSPECTORs. 

Mr. JAMES. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to take from the table the joint resolu- 
tion in amendment of a joint resolution relating to 
the duties of the inspectors of steamers, approved 
7th January, 1853. The House has passed it with 
an amendment. 

Mr. BORLAND. That is an important joint 
resolution. I do not wish to delay the Senate; 
but I wish to know the effect of the amendment. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The law provided that a cer- 
tain kind of iron should be used for steam boilers. 
And this provides for the inspection between this 
timeand the Ist of July, when the act is to go into 
effect. The second provision of the Senate pro- 
vides that no person engaged in the manufacture 
of any article shall be an inspector, by which you 
he 
object of the amendment is to exclude those who 
own patents. 

Mr. RUSK. That is right. 

The amendments of the House were concurred 
in. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr.GWIN. The Committee of Conference 
on the naval appropriation bill are prepared to re- 
By it the Senate will recede from the amend- 
ments for the New Orleans depét and naval work- 
shop for the California navy-yard, and for the 
Cape Fear and Savannah rivers. 

The report was concurred in. 


JACOB SHAY. 
On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate, as in 


‘ tion of the President. Nor shall the Executive branch of | Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
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1853. 


the bill from the House of Representatives for the 


elief of Jacob Shay. It proposes to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to place his name upon 
the invalid pension roll, atthe rate of eight dollars 
ner month for life, from January 1, 1852. 

‘ The bill was reported to the Senate without 
»mendment, ordered to be read a third time, read 
« third time, and passed. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDs. 
Mr. BORLAND. I desire to offer the follow- 


9 resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be, and 
‘hey are hereby, authorized to have printed the maps of the 


ublic lands which are now prepared and in course of 


nreparation for their use. 


[ will state that the Committee on Public Lands 
have had a gentleman employed in the preparation 
of maps for the committee; and the object of the 
resolution is to have such printed as they may 
think proper. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

STEAM LINE TO CHINA. 


Mr. GWIN. I had great hopes that I should 
he able to get a steam line established from San 
Francisco to Shanghai. In order that I might 
have information before the Senate in the most 

ithentic form, I have had prepared with great 

uracy, care, and labor, a map—such a one as 
re is not in the world—and I want it printed 
the use of the Senate. I move that it be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. BORLAND. I move that one t! 
additional copies be printed. 

Mr. MASON. I shall object to the extra num- 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in 
the chair.) It will go to the Committee on Print- 

x, under the rules. 

Mr. BORLAND. I think not. Ido notthink 
the rule requires this. The rule is for public doc- 
uments; but for printing a map, 1 do not think 
that is the rule. 

Mr. MASON. My objection is not to the 
printing of ititself, but if we print the extra num- 
bers it may give an indorsement to it, and we are 
not aware of the character of the map. 

Mr. GWIN. It has been gotten up with ex- 
traordinary care, and there is not such a map in 
the world. I am content, however, to print but 
the usual number. 

The motion to print the extra number was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing. 


COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAIRS. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the business now 
before the committee. 

CIVIL FUND IN CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. GWIN. Some nine or ten months ago, I 
made a speech in regard to Californian affairs, in 
which I stated, that out of the civil fund $70,000 
had been advanced to Commodore Jones, to go to 
Lower California, to bring emigrants into Cali- 
fornia. I obtained that information from official 
documents. Commodore Jones subsequently ad- 
dressed me a note upon the subject, in which he 
stated that it was a mistake. He had never re- 
ceived one dollar to bring emigrants there. [| 
want to do justice to that gentleman by giving him 
the benefit of the denial. I must say, however, 


ousand 


in vindication of myself, that I found the state- | 
ment in an official document of the Government, | 


and I never heard of its being contradicted, al- 


though it had been published for years before. | 


Inasmuch as that gentleman has denied it, the re- 
port is no doubt a mistake. 


ALEXANDER P. FIELD. 


A message was received from the House of 
tepresentatives, by Mr. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, 

announcing that it had passed the joint resolution 
for the relief of Alexander P. Field, late Secretary 
of Wisconsin, and sureties, with an amendment. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ment, and concurred therein. 

NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to take up the bill to organize the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska. 

Mr. ATCHISON, (Mr. Foorin the chair.) I 
did not expect opposition to this measure from 


the quarter from which it comes—from Texas , 
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and from Mississippi. I had thought that Ar- 
kansas, Missouri, and lowa, were more particu- 
larly interested in this question. 

Mr. President, I will now state to the Senate 
the views which induced me to oppose this prop- 
osition in the early part of the session. ~~" 

I had two objections to it. One was that the 
Indian title in that territory had not been extin- 
guished, or at least a very small portion of it had 
been. Another was the Missouri compromise, 
or, as it is commonly called, the slavery restric- 
tion. It was my opinion at that time—and I am 
not now very clear on that subject—that the law 
of Congress, when the State of Missouri was ad- 
mitted into the Union, excluding slavery from the 
Territory of Louisiana north of 36° 30’, would be 
enforced in that Territory unless it was specially 
rescinded; and, whether that law was in accord 
ance with the Constitution of the United States or 
not, it would do its work, and that work would 
be to preclude slaveholders from going into that 
Territory. But when I came to look into that 
question, I found that there was no prospect, no 
hope of a repeal of the Missouri compromise, 
excluding slavery from that Territory. Now, 
sir, [am free to admit that at this moment, at this 
hour, and for all time to come, | should oppose 
the organization or the settlement of that Territory 
unless my constituents and the constituents of the 
whole South, of the slave States of the Union, 
could go into it upon the same footing, with equal 
rights and equal privileges, carrying that species 
of property with them as other people of this 
Union. Yes, sir, Il acknowledge that that would 
have governed me, but I have no hope that the 
restriction will ever be repealed. 

I have always been of opinion that the first 
great error committed in the political history of 
this country was the ordinance of 1787, rendering 
the Northwest Territory free territory. The next 
great error was the Missouri compromise. But 
they are both irremediable. There is no remedy 
for them. Wemust submit to them. I am pre- 
pared to do it. It is evident that the Missouri 
compromise cannot be repealed. So far as that 


question is concerned, we might as well agree to | 


the admission of this Territory now as next year, 
or five or ten years hence. 

Another reason that I will assign why I was 
opposed to this measure, and why I still think it 


objectionable in a local point of view, so far as 


my immediate constituents, the people of western 
Missouri, as well as those of lowa and Arkansas, 
are concerned, is, if you organize the Territory 
of Nebraska and extinguish the Indian title, and 
let in the white population upon that Territory, it 
extends our frontiers from seven hundred to one 
thousand miles west, and we raise up competition 
with what we now have. The States of lowa 
and Missouri have now the best market for all 
their products. 
and for all the products of agriculture we now 
have as good a market as any people of the United 
States, and it grows out of the frontier trade; food 
for men, food for oxen, food for mules, food for 
everything. which we produce for California, Ore- 
gon, and New Mexico. But, if we extend this 
frontier from year to year, competition will in- 
crease, and we will be compelled to turn our agri- 
cultural products down the Missouri and the Mis- 
sissippi rivers, to the east instead of the west. I 
know that all the intelligent portion of our people 
understand this question; and, sir, there is no such 
great anxiety among that portion of the people for 
the organization of the Territory of Nebraska; but 
yet we are not so selfish but that we are willing 
to extend the power of the United States still fur- 
ther west. We know that it must come, and that 
in a very few years. The pressure of population 
from the older States, and from Europe has been 
such that they roll up against the frontier, and the 
most populous counties in the State of Missouri are 
upon the western boundary line of that State. In 
less than three years from this time, the most pop- 
ulous counties of Iowa will be upon the western 
border; and it will be the same case, if it is not 
now, with the State of Arkansas. Her frontier 
counties, I doubt not, are the most populous. 
There is no doubt about it. And why is it so? 
Why, sir, the tide of emigration rolls on until it 
is stopped by the intercourse laws. Such has 
been the case in our State for the last ten years, 
and I know that the tide of population has been 
rolling back upon the interior of the State. Now, 


| and have been 


We are an agricultural people, 
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sir, I know very well that in a very few years, if 
it is not doing it now, the tide of population, in 
defiance of this Government, will pass the frontier 
and take possession of every habitable spot in 
Nebraska Territory; you cannot keep them out 
There is a large portion of our population who 
are now ready and anxious to abandon their 
homes to go into this Territory. You cannot re- 
strain them much longer, and I tell my friend from 
Tennessee, who has some interest in this question, 
that East Tennessee, Kocke county, Sevier, and 
that region of country, will pour forth their thou- 
sands, as they do annually, some of the best pop- 
ulation of Tennessee. 

Mr. BELL. Itisa fine population, too, 

Mr. ATCHISON. Yes, sir, it is a very good, 
honest, and industrious population. I have said 
about as much as I intended to say, and a great 
deal more. [{Laughter.] I trust now that the bill 
will be taken up, and that we will act upon it and 
pass it. Mr. President, it only remains to have 
the action of the Senate to make it a law. 

A Senator. The President of the United 
States. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The President will sign it, 
as a matter of course, if he signs any of the appre- 
priation bills. There is no question about that 
We have votes enough, and | have no doubt but 
there is a majority of the Senate in favor of the 
organization of the Territory of Nebraska, if you 
will only give us an opportunity to vote. ' 

But [ must not here. The Senator from 
Texas, who addressed the Senate on a former oc 
casion in opposition to this, suggested another 
idea. What was his objection to the measure 
It was a But I do not blame him. It 
is his duty to watch over the Indians of his State. 
His objection was that the Indians in the Nebraska 
Territory would be turned down upon the border 
of Texas. 

Mr. RUSK. And scalp the women and children 
upon the borders of Texas. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Is it more probable that 
these Indians, if they should relinquish their title 
to their lands in that region of country, and even 
if they should be clustered upon the borders of 
Texas, would make war upon Texas than they 
now do upon Missouri, Arkansas, and lowa? Sir, 
the Shawnees, the Delawares, the Kickapoos, and 
fifty other tribes on the borders of Missouri, are, 
since their location there, our best 
protection against the depredations of the wild 
prairie Indians. Every man of common experi- 
ence, who knows anything of our country, knows 
this. I know that the Senator from Texas has a 
knowledge of the affairs of his State, and the In- 
dians upon her frontiers; but still | must be per- 
mitted to state that | believe he will not be borne 
out in his position by the Senator from Arkansas, 
who was a resident upon the frontier. We all 
know that the Indians never made any depredation 
upon us. They are our best guards. It is the 
wild Indians of whom we are in danger; and the 
Shawnees, the Delawares, the Kickapoos, and 
others upon your western frontier, would be your 
best guard against the wild Camanches, Pawnees, 
and others. What I state, | know to be true in 
relation to ourselves, whatever it may be in rela- 
tion to Texas. Then I consider that there is noth- 
ing in the objection urged by the Senator from 
Texas. I do not think that there can be any good 
reason assigned why the Territory should not be 
organized, unless Senators be operated upon by 
the same fears that operated upon me not many 
months since. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I believe the honorable Sen 
ator has concluded; and as the Senate is perfectly 
at leisure, | may as well say a few words now. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to know whether it 
is in order to discuss the merits of a bill upon the 
motion to take it up? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will merely go into the 
questions raised by the honorable Senator from 
Missouri. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall insist upon the rules 
being enforced. As I understand the rule, it is 
not in order to discuss the merits of a billona 
motion to take it up. 

Mr. ADAMS. Before gentleman raises 
the question, I beg leave to suggest that the only 
thing in order is debate, there not being a quorum 
present. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will certainly confine my- 
self to the rules of the Senate, because | am sure 
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that the Presiding Officer of the body. would not 
transcend the proper rules of the body himself, 
{iaughter;] and I[ will not take a greater latitude 
than he hasdone. When I restrain myself to the 
very standard of propriety and intelligence, that 
is enough. 

The honorable Senator says that he has no ex- 
pectarion that the Wiimot proviso will ever be re- 
pealed. Now, sir, I had as much respect for, and 
came as near sacrificing myself upon, the Wilmot 
proviso as any gentleman in the Senate. I voted 
for the organization of the Oregon Territory upon 
the faith of the Wilmot proviso, while it was re- 
yadiated by the honorable Senator himself, and 
» every other southern Senator. It was the 
Missouri compromise principle which was there, 
which was the same thing as the Wilmot proviso. 

But the gentleman talks about the condition of 

the frontier bordering upon these Indian tribes. 
He says they are restrained there by nothing but 
the dread of the law. They are dying out of the 
Missouri States. They are commanded to stand 
against all the Indian tribes east of the Rocky 
Mountains, and they require and receive protec- 
tion from those Indians occupying the borders. I 
have no doubt thatan Indian would make a peace- 
able arrangement with the honorable Senator. If 
they would let the Indians alone the Indians would 
let them alone. We have evidence of their law- 
abiding disposition in the presence and conduct of 
the honorable Senator who fills the presiding chair 
of the Senate with so much propriety and fitness; 
and yet he says that the citizens, those gallant and 
numerous hordes of soldiers, will break loose and 
exterminate the Indians, or dispossess them of 
their soil, and violate all the sacredness of the 
pledge given and indorsed by the highest function- 
aries of the Republic. [ will read only one pro- 
vision in the treaty with the Cherokees, the article 
which was made in 1835, fourteen or fifteen years 
after the principle of the line of 36° 30’ was estab- 
lished. In the fifth article of that treaty is the 
following: 


© The Cherokees and the United States hereby covenant 
and agree thatthe land ceded to the Cherokee Nation inthe 
foregoing country shall,in no future time, without their con- 
sent, be included within the territorial limits or jurisdiction 
of any State or Territory.”’ 


Mr. ATCHISON, I will ask whether the ter- 
ritory ceded by that treaty lies in any part of Ne- 
braska? The bill does not touch the territory ceded 
by that treaty. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 assure the honorable Sen- 
ator it does, for | am as familiar with that coun- 
try as | am with the Capitol grounds. I know 
the Grande river or the Neosho for one hundred 
and thirty miles from its junction with the Arkan- 
sas; and | know the Arkansas and the Canadian; 
and | know their several junctions, their length, 
their direction, their parallels, and it does embrace 
the territory of the Cherokees, or a large portion 
of it, and itis so laid down inthe map. Why, 
here is the article with the Shawnees which has 
no less than eighteen tribes of Indians embraced 
within the limits, solemnly provided for with a 
simple provision, that they are to be protected by 
the execution of the laws under the Constitution 
and treaties, the most solemn compacts that can 
be made. Whether they are to be protected by 
them, or whether they are to be disregarded by 
the Senate, or whether they are to be rifled of their 
just rights, is a question for the Senate. We have 
ruarantied the land to them. In certain cases it 
Se been patented to them, and they were to retain 
it until they left itof their own accord. We should 
not disturb them, for the heavy pressure which is 
made upon the frontiers of lowa, Arkansas, and 
Missouri. We should not disregard the provis- 
ions of Jaw under the Constitution. I will read 
from one of the acts of Congress for the benefit of 
the Senators from Missouri and Illinois: 


‘* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent 
atives, §c., That it shall and may be lawful for the Presi 
dent of the United States to cause so much of any territory 
belonging to the territory of the United States west of the 
river Mississippi, and not in a State or organized Territory, 
and to which the Indian title has been extinguished, as he 
may judge necessary, to be divided into a suitable number 
of districts for the reception of such tribes or nations of In 
dians as may choose to exchange the lands where they now 
reside, and remove there, and to cause each of said districts 
to be so deseribed by natural or artificial marks as to be 
easily distinguished from each other.’ 


Then, in the 3d section, it is further enacted: 


«That in making any such exchange or exchanges, it 
shall and may be lawful forthe President solemnly to assure 


| and their heirs and successors, the country so exchanged 
with them; and if they prefer it, the United States will 
canse a patent or grant to be made and executed to them 
for the same: Provided, ‘That such lands shall revert to the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the United States will forever secure and guaranty to them | 


United States if the Indians become extinct, or abandon the | 


same.”? 


Sir, the tribes emigrated under the faith of trea- 
ties. They had become civilized under the influ- 
ence of the missionary preachers, and they are 
advancing in civilization every day. What was 


once the home of the red man has become the | 


garden of civilization. ‘They are not Indians to 
be regarded as they once were; for having lived 


in juxtaposition with the whites on the east of | 
the Mississippi, they have imitated and adopted | 


the arts of agriculture and peace, and are now im- 
proving themselves in science and literature, and 
in everything that is calculated to develop the re- 
sources of the human mind. 


I can go back to their history since the treaty | 


of 1817, and detail pretty correctly the incidents 
that have befallen the tribes who have removed 


west of the Mississippi river from that time to the | 


| present. During Mr. Jefferson’s administration, 

cs sent to the Cherokee nations inviting them to 
send a delegation to Washington city. 
complied with that, and promises were made to 
them to the end that if they would remove west 
of the Mississippi, and abandon their lands on the 
east of the Mississippi, they should have there a 
perpetual home, and never again be disturbed— 
never driven from them. Upon the faith of these 
promises, they emigrated first to St. Frangois and 
remained there for some years. The Osages were 
then numerous, powerful, and warlike. They 
poured down upon this little band of Cherokees 
who were settled there. After some time, Talon- 


Mississippi, went to them, and remained there for 
a number of years, and then removed up to what 


| was called Point Remove, on the Arkansas river, 
| above Little Rock a considerable distance, leaving 


St. Francois and the settlements in that vicinity. 
These remained at Point Remove until some time 
about 1827, [ think it was. In the mean time, from 
the point where Fort Smith now stands, on the 
Arkansas, to Fort Gibson, on the Neosho, the 
land was acquired by Major Lovely, representa- 
tive and sub-agent of the Cherokees who had em- 
igrated to the West, and it received the name of 
Lovely’s Purchase. 


They | 


The white people imme- | 


| diately went into that country and made settle- | 


| ments, and were then locating the settlements on | 


the Arkansas Territory, in the rear of the Indians 


/and west of them. A treaty was proposed by the 
| Government of the United States to exchange | 


Lovely’s Purchase, as it was called, with an addi- 
tional quantity of land lying between Grande 
river or the Neosho, toa point on the Arkansas 
river. The Indians made the exchange, and re- 
moved from Point Remove, about ninety miles 


| west, to what was called Lovely’s Purchase, and 
| left the Territory of Arkansas clear, the Arkansas 


‘and the Indians. 


river, from where Van Buren stands, becoming 
the line or point of separation between the whites 
Then it was necessary to re- 


| move, or to provide a country for the Creek nation 
| of Indians that were about to emigrate to that 
| country. The Cherokees were curtailed of their 
'lands, and the Creeks settled upon them; and 
| with the consent of the Cherokees, their limits 
| were curtailed from the treaty stipulations that 


| had been made with them. 


Subsequently to that, 
the Choctaws and Chickasaws were removed up 
the country between the Boto river and the Red 
river, at Fort Towson. The Cherokees acqui- 
esced in that, and that was given to one half of 
the nation, those who had emigrated to the Ar- 
kansas, and settled at Point Remove when the 
transfer was made.- Subsequently to that, with- 
out the full consent of the Cherokees, they organ- 


| ized a government according to their custom, upon 


| wrong upon them. 


the model of the whites. 


To tell the truth, Mr. President, I think the | 


Indians have been badly treated up to this day, 
when it is now proposed to sanction an additional 





| the maintenance of their right; and the faith of | 
| treaties should be complied with; for if you take 


_ from them what it is now proposed, you had bet- 


ter take their lives—it would be an act of mercy. 
If you deny them justice, if you deny them the 
common rights of humanity, you may well assimi- 


the tribe or nations with which the exchange is made, that .| late the outrages of this Government with those 


| favor—they expect no boon. 


|| redeem your faith to them. 
kista, a war chief from the Cherokees east of the | 


| justice. 


March 3, 


that England is charged with having committed 
in the Indies. If you intend to maintain the faith 
of treaties, doso. ‘The Indians are as sensitive to 
wrong, and as susceptible to kindness as the 
proudest man who stands in this Chamber. 

We never have known the cases of injustice 
that have been done to the Indians. We never 
have appreciated the broad land which we possess 
which was once theirs, when they felt as proud 
and as lordly in traversing their unbroken forests 
as the proudest possessor does his cultivated do- 
main. The Indian could then appreciate his lib. 
erty. He was as loath to part with it as you 
would be to part with your extended possessions, 
Was not the chief as much revered and respected 
as is the Chief Magistrate of this nation? Think 
you that the Indians had no Washington? Think 
you that they have no heroes to protect their 
wives and children? Think you that they do not 
go to battle and bring home the trophies of vic- 
tory? Think you that the admiration of them 
was less than the admiration of great warriors 
amongst us? They are men, Mr. President, and 
have high impulses—the same high impulses that 
stimulate us to noble and generous deeds. Is it 
not wrong, with more cultivated intelligence, to 
disregard their necessities and forget their wants? 
Sir, they claim nothing but right; they ask for no 
If you intend to do 
any justice to them, redeem your plighted faith. 
Send honest men to pay their annuities; and when 
they come amongst you, set them the example of 
hospitality and good faith, and they will emulate 
your example, and you will make them equal to 
yourselves. They have claims upon you, how- 
ever little they may be regarded, and you must 
é If they had no claims 
previously, superior intelligence on the part of the 
white man has placed the officers of this Govern- 
ment under obligations to the Indians. 

When we reflect upon whatthe Indian once was, 


/and upon the reverse which has taken place since 


the time he roamed over this vast continent its sole 
possessor, when he crossed the mountain summit, 
when he kindled his beacon fires upon their heights 
to admonish the friendly tribes of his presence, and 
concealed his night fires from his adversaries, when 
he was the proud monarch of all he surveyed, and 
had a vast continent for his domain illimitable, 
when he knew that he was the possessor of all, 
and when he was able to go to war with all na- 
tions, and if victorious, like Alexander, extend his 
dominion to some unknown portions of the world, 
we should endeavor at least to fulfill our pledge to 
him. Asad reverse has come upon him. No longer 
the proud Indian, he is looked upon as a degraded 
being not equal to a white man. He is notexactly 
a serf to the white man. He has claims to your 
Wrong has been returned to him for his 
kindness, and it seems that the once proud pos- 
sessor of yourcountry is only to be visited by Di- 
vine vengeance, for having permitted the landing 
of the first white man upon the continent. Think 
you that he believed he saw evil in the white 
speck upon the ocean, which he beheld advancing 
towards his shore? Did he feel that it was the de- 
stroyer of his race, and that it boded as much evil 
to him as the advent of the serpent into the garden 
of Eden? Did he believe, when he received the 
white man, that he was receiving the enemy of his 
race with the power greater than all he knew or 
thought of? Little did he fancy the extent of the 
ruin involved. The evil was small at first, but has 
enlarged every moment from that time to the pres- 
ent, until the white man’s step of some nation or 


| other has effected the almost total extermination of 


his race. How many have melted away, like the 
dews of the morning, leaving no trace behind 2 You 
could hardly tell, unless you looked into some 
musty volume, where are recorded the tribes which 
once existed in this broad land, and have passed 


| away. 


Well, sir, the Indian no longer with pleasure 
walks the proud lord of the forest, or stands in the 


| contemplation of some broad river flowing at his 


al || feet, or conternplates the beautiful lawns, with lofty 
I feel bound to stand up in }| 


trees protecting him from the vertical sun. 
is no longer the enjoyment of the Indian. He is 
deprived entirely of all these delights. You cir- 
cumscribe him within a little space of country, 
embracing but a few square miles, and tell him 
that these are the limits of his domain; and the In- 
dian is left with the reflection that he has no guar- 
antee for his safety. 


This 
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| call upon my country to raise the Indian from 
she unhappy lot into which he has been plunged, 
and if possible so to act that what we do shall be 
os the advantage of the Indians; and that some 
atonement may be made for past wrongs by im- 
nroving his physical condition, and elevating his 
oral man. This I call upon my country to do. 
| demand it in the name of justice and humanity, 
and in the name of freedom, whose symbol adorns 
your walls, and the father of whose liberty was 
the red man’s friend. All these associations would 
elevate us, and should at least prompt us to place 
honest men in positions of trust to deal with the 
Indians, to rescue them from the harpies and cor- 
morants that have hung around them. 

| do not think that any appeal which I could 
make to the Senate would produce any impression 
favorable to the Indian, to redress his wrongs, or 
mitigate the anguish of his spirit. So far as my 
knowledge of the Indian character has extended, 
from boyhood even up to the present time, I have 
found that when associated with these people, and 
when they felt they were away from the iron hand 
of oppression, they were as generous, as faithful 
and true to friendship, and as noble in the higher 
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know of that Senator upon what grounds he pro- 
poses, upon what principles of honesty and hon- 
or and good faith, national or private, he propo- 
ses to establish the Territory of Nebraska. This 
bill proposes to incorporate and establish a gov- 
ernment over territory enough to form two new 
States west of Missouri and lowa—in effect it pro- 
poses to take away from the Indian tribes a coun- 
try which has been solemnly granted to them by 
the United States, and to compel them to seek 
new homes in the still further West, and I should 
like to meet the honorable Senator upon the issues 
of morality and sound policy raised by this prop- 
osition. | know that he has vast odds against 
me in this challenge. He has the influence of a 
vast, interested, and still-accumulating population, 
on the western borders, to urge him on and sus- 
tain him in his course. 

Mr. President, | must again express my deep 
regret that such subjects—such vital questions as 
these attract no attention, and inspire no feeling 
in the Senate. 

Sur, when it is proposed to violate every prin- 
ciple of nauonal faith, of national honor, of na- 
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be located within a few districts of some ten thon- 
sand acres in extent, in the midst of a white popu- 
lation, and speedily brought within the pale of 
civilization, and made to depend upon the cultiva- 
tion of the soil for their subsistence, and stil! be 
preserved, and grow and prosper. Sir, | should 
be happy if I could indulge the delusion. | am 
not particularly aevoted or attached to the Indian 
race; nor am I a bigot, or blinded or misled by 
any false sentiments of philanthropy. They must 
recede—they must perish before the white man, 
whenever he sets his foot on their land; but do 
not press it forward more rapidly than is necessary 
for your own uses and development. That is my 
objection to the establishment of Nebraska Ter- 
ritory. There is no actual demand—there is no 
necessity for it. You have milliens and millions 
of acres of uncuitivated virgin soil yet before you 
in Missouri, lowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota; 
and while so many millions of acres of good land 
lie vacant within the present States and Territo- 
ries, and invite the settler and cultivator to settle 
upon and subdue them, why will you drive out 
these Indian tribes, whose permanent location you 


tional character, and national truth, | should like 
to hear from the Senator from Illinois, whoever 
else may be indifferent, upon what principle he can 


told them should be on the spot on which they 


attributes which adorn humanity, as any man that now reside? Within the 


| have met in the most refined and civilized walks 


last year you treated 


with and bought out the Indians inhabiting terri- 
0 of life. I would be far from assigning to the In- | come forward here, boldly to maintain and press | tory in the Northwest large enough to form two 
dian a degraded position. There are different | upon us the proposition to establish this Territory. | new States, and you invited and encouraged the 
. classes among them as among us; and you will | The Senator will understand me as meaning noth- | Indians of that region to come down and settle on 
na find that the qualities of men are modified by the | ing personal inwhatIsay. I have not the slight- | the territory west and south of the Missouri river; 
t influences which surround them. You will find || est personal ill feeling towards him; on the con- 


and now you propose to establish a territorial gov- 


in the Indian character the germs of integrity, 
as you find in the corresponding classes of our 
society in the transaction of business. You will 
find them generous, noble, faithful, daring and 
chivalrous. You will find their chiefs elevated in 
their condition and feeling, and as chivalrous as 
the proudest man that adorns the annals of Chris- 
tendom. I call upon you to do justice to them, 
and protect them. 

Mr. BELL. I do not know what object can 
be accomplished by this debate. The morning of 
the 4th of March is breaking, and only five or six 
hours of the present Congress remain. The honor- 
able Senator from Illinois, however, having moved 
the consideration of this bill, [ shall take great 
pleasure in hearing from him what he proposes. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the Senator is anxious for 
me to go on now, I will. 

Mr. BELL. The Senator can select his own 
time. I have no anxiety to make a speech to 
vacant seats. There is less than a quorum pres- 
ent on a question of this magnitude. It only 
shows what interest the Senate takes in such 
questions. But if the Senator means to insist 
that he regards this question as of intrinsic import- 
ance, then I shall beg to be heard upon it. It re- 
lates to a question directly and fundamentally 
connected with the policy of this country, in rela- 
tion to our western frontier and more especially 
to the Indian tribes, what disposition we shall 
make of them; whether we shall authorize the 
further settlement of the white man at this time, 
beyond the borders of the western States, and 
whether we shall encourage the establishment of 
new territories and new States over the territories 
for a long time understood to be set apart for the 
final resting-place of the Indian. Whatever other 
Senators may think, I regard all these questions 
as of great intrinsic importance. I know there 
are Senators who think that they are mere trifles 
that can be disposed of and voted upon without a 
very great deal of consideration or reflection; and 
that, indeed, they are such that they do not de- 
serve serious consideration and reflection. Many 
honorable Senators are always ready to vote upon 
such subjects, regarding them as all settled by the 
inevitable and onward progress of western settle- 
ment—by manifest destiny. They do not want to 
hear any debate. They consider all such questions 
henceforth as mere matters of routine, and such 
as require no explanation or further light. Mr. 
President, I consider them of a very different 
character and importance. I know the Senator 
from Illinois sufficiently well to know that when 
he moots a proposition of this description it has a 
meaning in it, a pregnant meaning; and he does 
not merely mean to fill up the space, and pass the 
time until the present session of Congress has 
passed away. What he does is pregnant with 
significance; and if the honorable Senator from 
Illinois is disposed to tell us his meaning, | am 


perfectly willing to hear him. I should ‘like to || the delusion that the Indians of California could | 





trary, | feel under obligation to him in times past 
for his manly and liberal course upon another 
great subject; and when | speak upon such sub- 
jects, | beg to be understood that I do not speak 
politically or pharisaically. 1 speak my earnest 
thoughts; but my opinion of that Senator is of 
inferior consideration. 1 know his character and 
standing before the country, and | should like to 
have such an explanation of this measure from 
him as would be satisfactory to himself. 

A large portion of this Territory is guarantied 
to Indian tribes by treaty stipulations, which are 
as sacred and obligatory upon us as if a whole 
hecatomb had smoked upon a hundred altars in 
confirmation of them. About one third of this 
proposed Territory is held by Indians under their 
treaty stipulations. Whereis that third situated ? 
A very large portion of what is now particularly 
coveted by the border population is within the 
country thus held by Indian tribes, under the sa- 
cred pledge of the Government that they should 
never be disturbed. My honorable friend from 
Missouri, {Mr. Arcutson,] who has preceded me 
in this debate,and for whom I havea high respect, 
thinks this measure expedient to the public in- 
terest; and what does he state as the reason for 
this conclusion? That the population upon the 
borders are determined to rush over into and to 
occupy the Territory, with or without the author- 
ity of the Government, on the very first pretext 
or opportunity they can find, or without any pre- 
text. And has itcometothis? And is the power 
of this Government reduced solow? And does it 
command so litile respect from its citizens? Oris 


| this progress? 


I would like to know of the Senator from IIli- 
nois where he proposes that we shall locate the 
sixty or perhaps seventy thousand Indians who 
now inhabit this Territory? Do you intend to 
drive them upon Texas, or upon the borders of 
Mexico? Do you intend to press them into the 
narrow gorges of the Rocky Mountains, or of the 
Sierra Madre, and let them perish there? How 
do you propose to subsist them when you shall 
have occupied all the plains on which the Indians 
now pursue the buffalo? The honorable Senator 
will be compelled to say, ‘* No, no; we intend 
to encircle them in the arms of civilized society— 
of the white man; we will teach them the arts of 
cultivation and peace; we will seduce them from 
their wild and savage mode of life and bring them 
into the practice of the mechanic arts and of agri- 
culture.’’ Does the honorable Senator maintain, 
from his knowledge of what has taken place here- 
tofore, in the relations of the white man and the 
Indian on this continent, that they can be so led, 
so seduced, that this dream of his can ever be real- 
ized? The honorable Senator from Arkansas, 
[Mr. Sepastsan,] whose generous feelings and 
emotions I love and admire, wasto-day led away, 
and at the same time led the Senate away, with 


ernment over the very lands to which you invited 
their footsteps, as to a place where they could rest 
in peace. These are the points which | want the 
Senator from Illinois to answer. He will tell me 
that these Indians will be improved by the prog- 
ress of civilization, and improve in their condition 
by theircloser contact with the whites. The whole 
history of the connection of the white man and 
the Indian, the honorable S nator knows, is ad- 
verse to that. I know well enough what the des- 
tiny of the Indian is to be. There are some four 
hundred thousand Indians in the territories of the 
United States—for the most either settled on or rov- 
ing over the country intermediate between the 
States on the Mississippi on the east, and the State 
of California and the Pacific ocean on the west. I 
want the honorable Senator from Hlineis to tell me 
where these four hundred thousand Indians are to 
go, and how subsisted, when you tnke from the m, 
as the policy of the bill now before the Senate indi 
cates you will soon do, every acre of good or culti- 
vable land within that intermediate region? They 
must perish by starvation or by thesword. That 
will be their speedy destiny if the policy of this 
bill prevails. 

With regard to the present condition of the 
Territory proposed to be established by this bill, 
I understand that there are but very few white 
men now residing within its limits, and the few 
that are residents are so in direct contravention of 
the laws and policy of the United States. Why 
do you want a territorial government there at this 
time? What is the object of it? I can foresee 
that the argument will be used, ** We want a line 
of settlements from our present frontiers to the 
Rocky Mountains to protect emigration;’’ and I 
prejudge the honorable Senator from Illinois se 
far as to predict that that will be the substance of 
his argument in reply to the objections which I 
have raised to this bill. That is the appeal which 
is made to members of Congress from the western 
frontier. The great line of emigration must be 
protected from the Indians; and we want cultiva- 
tors of the soil all along on the route, that pro- 
visions may be supplied to the emigrant. The 
power and the laws of the United States must be 
extended over the plains and into every fastness 
of the mountains; and no man who represents 
the frontier interest can stand against this call. 
But will the honorable Senator from filinois be 
candid enough to admit that the Territory which 
he proposes to organize does include the very 
territory which, by treaty stipulations, has been 
guarantied to the Indian tribes? 1 want that 
question answered categorically. I say it does 
include territory so guarantied. By our treaties 
with the Cherokees, the Creeks, the Choctawa, 
the Chickasaws, the Shawnees, Delawuares, and 
Osages, we have guarantied to them, by the faith 
and honor of the United States, the lands upon 
which they now reside for their permanent resi. 
dence. Now, in several of our treaties we have 
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agreed to issue patents to them for the lands so 
guarantied. Shall we violate our pledge? Shall 
the idea of so indelible a stain upon the national 
honor be tolerated? If this bill passes, then upon 
the same principles, and in carrying out the same 
policy, the whole country west of Arkansas must 
be organized into territorial governments, and the 
settlement of white men encouraged and allowed. 

Mr. President, who now pleads for the rights of 
the Indian? Who stands bythe red man? I have 
not heard any one of those, who seem on other occa- 
sions to have such a superabundant flow of the milk 
of human kindness—such deep and profound sen- 
sibilities awakened whenever the condition of the 
black man is alluded to, say one word when it is 
proposed to strip the red man of his whole coun- 
try, and not leave him one spot over which he can 
still roam, and feel, or even fancy, that he has a 
country. Not one is found to raise his voice 
against this proposition for a general spoliation of 
Indian rights. This sentiment of humanity! how 
way ward—how capricious! It is not more stable 
than fashion in the objects on which it exhausts 
or wastes itself. The negro was introduced into 
America to save the Indian from the hardships of 
servitude. The Indian is now to be robbed of his 
sole remaining country to form new States, which 
are destined to be free States, that the negro may 
be eventually rescued from slavery. 

It gives me pleasure to be able to exempt the two 
Senators from Texas from the general heartless- 
ness which prevails on the subject of our Indian 
relations and policy. I do not even see the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky, |Mr. Unnerwoop,} who is 
generally so true to all the impulses of justice. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, (in his seat.) 1 am here. 

Mr. BELL. How could I have doubted him 
for a moment? But where are the Whigs? what 
have they done with their principles? Whereare 
those of them who generally assume to lead the 
party in the Senate? I had meditated some part- 
ing compliments to certain of them, but I forbear. 
i forgive some passages between them and myself; 
but I cannot but remember—ay, I must ever re- 
member ! 

But to return to the bill: Sir, do the Indians 
justice. Sirs, you are Christians, or you pretend 
to be Christians; then let the divine light of Chris- 
tianity shed its influence upon your judgment and 
upon all your transactions with the red man. It 
may be—it is certain, that his whole race is des- 
tined to pass away; but hasten not that event by 
any acts of injustice or cruelty on your part. Fulfill 
your treaty stipulations with him. Do nothing to 
violate your pledges. Consider well before you 
touch the land which you have guarantied to him. 

Upon these reasons I say we must have time 
for this discussion. The honorable Senator from 
Texas (Mr. Hovston] and myself have merely 
opened the argument. I shall be very happy to 
hear from the Senator from Illinois on the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I am very 
unwilling to take up the time of the Senate in the 
discussion of this question. My anxiety for the 
passage of the bill induced me to yield the advan- 
tage of explaining its provisions, with the hope 
that we might get an immediate vote upon the sub- 
ject. Itis an act that is very dear to my heart— 
one that I should have been glad to discuss in all 
its bearings. It is one of immense magnitude and 
of grave import to the country; yet all these con- 
siderations are so apparent that I was willing to 
allow them to stand forth and speak for them- 
selves, without occupying the attention of the Sen- 
ate myself. But, sir, the able manner in which 
the Senator from Tennessee has discussed this 
question commands and requires a response from 
me. 

{A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. P. B. Haves, its Chief 
Clerk, announcing that the House had agreed to 
the report of the Committee of Conference upon 
the bill making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1854; and had 
agreed to the amendments of the Senate, with 
amendments, to the bill making appropriations for 
the current and contingent expenses for the Indian 
Department, and for fulfillin treaty stipulations 
with various Indian tribes for the year ending 
June 30, 1854.) 

On the motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, by 
unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider the amendments of the House to the amend- 
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ments of the Senate to the Indian appropriation bill; 
and they were concurred in. 

At haif-past eight o’clock, a. m., (Friday,) the 
Senate took a recess until ten o’clock. On reas- 
sembling— 

Mr. DOUGLAS resumed: I regret to occupy 
the time of the Senate at this late hour in the dis- 
cussion of the bill to establish the Territory of 
Nebraska; but the able and eloquent speeches 
which have been made in opposition to it leave 
me no alternative. Gladly would I now stop, if 
the vote could be taken, in order that the bill 
might be passed; for lam sure we have a majority 
for itif a vote could be taken. But as it has been 
demanded that I shall explain the grounds upon 
which I, as chairman of the Committee on Terri- 
tories, predicated the support of this bill, I will do 
so very briefly. 

The object of the bill is to create a territorial 
government extending from the western bound- 
ary of Missouri and lowa to Utah and Oregon. 
In other words, it is to form a line of territorial 
governments extending from the Mississippi val- 
ley to the Pacific ocean, so that we can have con- 
tinuous settlements from the one to the other. 
We cannot expect, or hope even, to maintain our 
Pacific possessions unless they can be connected 
in feeling and interest and communication with 
the Atlantic States. That can only be done by 
continuous lines of settlements, and those settle- 
ments can only be formed where the laws will 
furnish protection to those who settle upon and 
cultivate the The proposed Territory of 
Nebraska embraces quite a number of the many 
emigrant routes extending to our Pacific posses- 
sions. It embraces the route from Missouri to 
Santa Fé, New Mexico; and also to Utah, Ore- 
gon, and California. 

It is desirable that that country should be open 
for settlement, and thatall emigrants, travelers, 
traders, and settlers, should be under the protec- 
tion of law. 

These are the objects of the bill, and it seems to 
me that when you contemplate them, and see that 
they are essential even to the preservation of the 
harmony if not the very existence of the Union, 
it will be seen that they are objects of sufficient 
importance to command the serious attention of 
this body. 

Sir, what have you done for these Pacific pos- 
sessions? What have you done to bind them to 
us? Whena proposition was brought forward 
here to establish a railroad connection, it met 
with determined resistance. The project was 
crushed and destroyed. Whena proposition was 
made for stockades and military colonization, that 
When a proposition was 
made for a telegraphic line, you would not even 
permit that to be established. Nothing has been 
permitted to be done either to encourage the set- 
tlement of the country or to form a communica- 
tion by which the one should be connected with 
the other. I think that the least you could do 
would be to extend the protection of law to the 
people who may be there, and to legalize the 


soil. 


| entry of those who may desire to go there. 


| am aware that it has been said that there is 
nota man in the proposed Territory who has not 
gone there in violation of law. The same remark 
can be made of every man that has gone upon the 


unsurveyed public lands in any of our Territories | 


or new States. That was the remark which was 
made in regard to every man who went upon the 
lands and asked for a preémption right. They 
were denounced as trespassers and land pirates, 


and every other odious name was applied to them | 


because they were upon the land in violation of 
law. The same argument may be applied to the 
first settlers in all the new Territories. The peo- 
ple went there in advance and defiance of law, and 
the law followed them; and it was their being there 
which created the necessity for the law. How, 
then, does the argument work? Inthe first place, 

ou refuse to allow settlers to go there; and when 

ask for a territorial government, you assign the 


| absence of settlers as a reason for not granting it. 


I wish to pay my respects to those gentlemen 


| who have argued so strongly against our right to 


create this Territory. I have been struck with the 
zeal which burns in some gentlemen’s bosoms in 
oor Indian. Sir, it is necessary for 
them to avail themselves of some argument b 
which to resist this bill, and sympathy for th 
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| know there is one gentleman who has used this 
argument, who has, perhaps, — reasons, and 


who feels, and ought to feel more deeply in behals 
of the Indians than almost any other man in the 
country. I also know that there is a large num. 
ber using this argument of sympathy for the Ip. 
dians simply for the purpose of bifling the bill 
What is thee objection, when youcome to con. 
sider it? 

We are told that there are treaties with certain 
tribes of Indians by which these tribes receiy, 
certain grants of land, with the stipulation tha 
they should never be embraced within any State 
or Territory. That is true. There are such 
stipulations. We are told also that it would be 
a breach of good faith to embrace them within 
the limits of a State or Territory in violation of 
these treaties, and that we ought not to commit 
such a breach of faith. I grant it. If gentle. 
men will show me that this bill violates any treaty 
stipulations, perpetrates any act of bad faith, is 
inconsistent with the most scrupulous regard for 
our plighted faith, then I will abandon it; but, sir, 
I undertake to say there is not one of these objec- 
tions that is not answered by the bill itself. I will 
read a clause of the bill in order to show this. 
ne laying out the Territory, it says, in the same 
clause: 


* Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall b 
construed to impair the rights of persons or property now 
pertaining to Indians in the said Territory, so long as such 
rights shall remain unextinguished by treaty between th 
United States and such Indians ; or toinclude any territory 
which by treaty with any Indian tribe is not, without th: 
consent of the said tribe, to be included within the territo 


| rial limits or jurisdiction of any State or Territory. And 
all such territory shall be excepted out of the boundaries, 


and constitute no part of the Territory of Nebraska, until 
such tribes shall signify their assent to the President of th: 
United States to be included within the said Territory of Ne 
braska, or to affect the authority of the Government of the 


| United States to make aay regulation respecting said I) 


dians, their lands, property, or other rights by treaty, law 
or otherwise, which it would have been competent for the 
Government to make if this act had never passed.”’ 

By the provision which I have read, they are 
excluded from its limits. Itis expressly stipulated 
that they shall not constitute any part of the Ter- 
ritory; they do not come under the jurisdiction of 
the Territory; they are not embraced within its 


| limits; they do not come under the operation of 


| its laws, and are never to be a part of that Terri- 


tory, unless by treaty the Indians shall choose to 
do so hereafter. Is not that a complete reserva- 


| tion and guarantee of the rights of the Indians’ 
| But gentlemen argue that this bill runs round the 


Indian grounds. 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly it does. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Sedstor from 
Carolina says, ‘‘ Certainly it does.”’ 
so certain, perhaps, that it does. 


South 


He is not 
The Indian 


lands lie along the Missouri border, and extend 


back at right distances to the interior. As there- 
fore these Indian grounds are excepted out of the 
Territory, and constitute no part of it, they con- 
stitute, and must forever constitute, the eastern 


| boundary of the Territory, unless the Indians 


hereafter shall voluntarily enter into treaties by 
which that boundary will be changed. Then it 
is not so certain that this territory does run round 
them. Butif it did, still itdoes not embrace them. 
Suppose you should create a Territory in that vast 
expanse of country and mark it out by metes and 
bounds two hundred miles square, and after you 
had created that, suppose you should create an- 
other Territory which had a strip running round 
the first, still you would not embrace the first. 
You go round it on different sides, but do not 
include it. You do not extend your laws over 
it. 

They remain two distinct, separate Territories, 
as much as if they lay hundreds of miles apart 
from each other. Is it to be said, that by these 
Indian treaties we are not allowed to run States or 
Territories around these Indian reservations? If 
you cannot run one State around the ground can 
you run four? Or are they to say you shall not 
make a State east of them, or west of them, or 
north of them, or south of them; but that the 
territory in every direction is forever to be kept 
open, a barren waste dedicated to barbarism? Is 
that to be the construction to be placed upon the 
Indian treaties? The meaning of these treaties, 
as I understand them, is, that the Indians shall 
not be embraced in a State so as to come under 


| its jurisdiction and be subject to its authority. If 


that be the meaning of the treaties, and the whole 
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pject of their guarantees, no one of them is vio- | 
ated by this provision. 


atet . . ° 
Sir, when you come to examine it, there is not 


| 
even a respectable pretext for the charge that the | 
»ij| isin violation of any treaty stipulations. But, || 
sir, the Senator from Texas has discovered, the | 
moment it is proposed to bring up the bill, that 
there is another great enormity in it—that Texas 
s to be invaded, her rights are to be destroyed, 
er interests are to be sacrificed. How? It is 
said that by this act you will drive the Indians all 
lown upon Texas. Does the bill do it in any 
way? The Indians now occupy that country. 
The bill leaves them there. ill they be any 
more likely to go down now than they were be- 
fore? Why, sir, the bill creates a territorial gov- 
ernment between the Indians and Texas, and you 
form a line of settlement beyond which the Indians 
ould not go. It would be a barrier against their 
voing to Texas. But the Senator from Texas 
says that they have gone there heretofore. Well, 
sir, if they have been there before, it shows that 
this bill will not be the cause of their going there 
again. But if you pass this bill, and settle the 
country between the Indian grants and Texas, a 
jarrier will be created, the Indians will be re- 
strained, and Texas will be protected from their 
inroads. 

I can see another effect which perhaps might 
grow out of this. Certainly no friend of this bill 
desires to drive the Indians down upon Texas. 
For one, | should be as strenuous against the In- 
lians being driven down thereas | would be against 
their going to the borders of Missouri or Illinois. 
I held that this Government must protect her own 
[ndians. But, sir, another question may arise, 
whether or not the territory is to be kept an In- 
dian territory for the purpose of driving up all the 
lexas Indians there and colonizing them on the 
western borders of Missouri and Iowa. 

It has been said that these Indians must be re- 
moved somewhere, and I have been asked where 
they areto go. Why, sir, in the Indian appro- 
priation bill, which has been passed, an appro- 
priation was made for negotiating treaties for the 
removal of these Indians. Why did not Senators 
ask that question when that bill was under con- 
sideration? It is now for the War Department 
and the Indian Bureau, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, to say where they 
shall go when they are removed. I am under the 
impression that there are two or three points where 
an Indian territory could be laid out without in- 
terfering with any of the great routes to the Pa- 
“he. 

I will not occupy the time of the Senate further 
in this discussion. I have felt it due to the subject, 

due to myself, and due to the occasion, that I 
should say this much in exposition of the views 
and in justification of the course of the Committee 
on the Territories for having reported this bill. 

The bill underwent a thorough investigation and 
discussion in the House of Representatives, and 
it was passed there by an overwhelming majority ; 
and I undertake to say that, when the subject is 
examined, it will be found that the bill is in exact 
accordance with the most scrupulous observance 
of faith towards the Indians; that no one’s rights 
are to be invaded, and no one is to be injured by 
it. If these Indians prefer it, they can remain 
forever where they are, without being embraced 
within that Territory; they can remain there as an 
Indian tribe not subject to its jurisdiction, or they 
can consent to become citizens of the country, 
under such terms as may be entered into by treaties 
with them. It will be left to the choice of the In- 
dians to determine what course they will elect. 

But, sir, the Senators have said that I might as 
well urge that a territorial government should be 

formed west of Arkansas. Sir, it may be neces- 
sary todoit. I am no means certain that it is 
not necessary. Iam by no means certain that I 
shall not be found acting in concert with the known 
or supposed wishes of the Arkansas Senators, in 
establishing a Territory west of them on proper 
terms. Certainly, if those most acquainted with 
the subject, and possessing the greatest interest in 
it, desire such a Territory, I shall be found one of 
those ready to codperate with them. But I see 
that there is no time for protracting this discussion. 
{ have merely said as much as was necessary to 
vindicate the action of the committee; and now I 
should be delighted if the Senate, by common con- 
sent, would unite and pass the bill; for if it be 
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| pass the bill. 


taken up, I am sure it will be passed. 
are that it will not be taken up. 

Mr. ADAMS. I know that my friend from 
Illinois is a good compromise man, and I wish to 
propose to him a compromise on this subject, and 
that is, that by common consent it be postponed 
until the Friday after the first Monday of Decem- 
ber next, when we shall have ample time and op- 
portunity to discuss and investigate it; and if we 
think it right, we can then pass the bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I must remind my friend 
from Mississippi that eight years ago, when he 
and I were members of the House of Representa- 


My fears 


| tives, I was then pressing the Nebraska bill, and 


I have ever since been pressing it. I have tried 
to get it through for eight long years. I would 
take itas much more kind if my friend should 
propose that by common consent we take up and 
The members of the body are in 
very good humor, all having got what they have 
wanted except the Territories. I hope we shall do 
something for them. 

Mr. BORLAND. I suppose it may not be 
considered exactly in order to discuss the merits 


| of the bill on the question of taking it up; but in 


this case a great latitude of debate has been al- 
lowed upon both sides, and the merits of the bill 
have been discussed. I have something to say 
why the bill should not be taken up. 1 am very 
sorry to occupy the time of the Senate now, and 


| | should be very glad if we could dispose of the 


subject without further debate. If the Senate is 
prepared to lay it upon the table, 1 shall very 
willingly dispense with any remarks which | might 
otherwise feel called upon to make; and, therefore, 
with a view of testing the sense of the Senate, | 
move that the motion to take up the bill be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion; and they were ordered; and be- 
ing taken, resulted—yeas 23, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Bell, Borland, Brod 


| head, Butler, Davis, Dawson, De Saussure, Downs, Fish, 


Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Morton, Phelps, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, and Underwood 
—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Cooper, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Feich, Foot, Geyer, 
Hamlin, Jones of lowa, Norris, Shields, ‘Toucey, Wade, 
Walker, and Weller—17. 


So the motion to lay upon the table was agreed 


| to. 


CREDENTIALS OF SENATORS. 

Mr. SOULE presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Jupan P. Bensamin, chosen by the Legis- 
lature of Louisiana a Senator from that State for 
the term of six years from and after the 4th of 
March; which were read. 

Mr. FELCH presented the credentials of the 
Hon. Cuarzies E. Srvarrt, chosen by the Legis- 
lature of Michigan a Senator from that State for 
the term of six years from and after the 4th of 


| March; which were read. 


MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE. 
During the remarks of Mr. Dovetas, a mes- 


sage was received from the House of Represent- 


atiyes, by Mr. P. B. Hayes, its Chief Clerk, an- 
nguncing that the House had passed Senate bills 


‘Nos. 123,.399, 75, 296, and 226, without amend- 


ment. 

A message was also received from the House 
of Representatives, announcing that they had 
passed Senate resolution No. 19, and Senate bill 
No. 286, without amendment. 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. HUNTER moved that the Chair appoint 
an additional member on the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills; which was agreed to; and Mr. Cuase 
was appointed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. M. P. Fitumore, his 
Private Secretary, announcing that he had ap- 
proved and signed— 

An act for the relief of Betsey Norton; 

An act for the relief of Mary Woodward; 

An act for the relief of Moses Olmstead and 
Elizabeth Craig; and 

An act for the relief of George Poindexter. 


JOSEPH H. WARING. 
Mr. SOULE. I introduced the other day the 
memorial of Joseph H. Waring, which, with the 


| papers accompanying it, was referred to a commit- 


GLOBE. 


iy 


tee, but has not been and of course cannot have 
been acted upon. It seems that the nature of the 
claim is such that it is probable it may be settled 
at the Department. I therefore move that the pe 
utioner have leave to withdraw his papers 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

Several messages were received from the House 
of Representatives, by Mr. P. B. Haves, its Chief 
Clerk, announcing that the Speaker of the House 
had signed— 

An enrolled bill entitled ‘* An act making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes for the year 
ending June 30, 1854:’’ , 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 
John de Neufville & Son; 

An act for the relief of Maria Taylor; 

An act for the relief of L. H. 
Lacon; 

A joint resolution for the relief of 
David Corderoy; 

An act authorizing the sale of certain reserved 
lands in Alabama; 

An act to revive and continue in force, for a 
limited time, the provisions of an act relative to 
suspended entries of the public lands; 

An act to authorize the creation ‘of erroneous 
locations of military bounty land warrants by 
actual settlers on the public lands in certain cases; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Walter Colton; 

An act making appropriations for the naval ser- 
vice for the year ending June 30, 1854; 

An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1854; 

An act for the relief of Jacob Shay, jun.; and 

An act to authorize the issuing of a register to 
the brig Boundary, and to change the name of 
the steamer Roger Williams and the propeller 
Ontario. 

All of which were signed by the President pro 
tempore of the Senate. 


jates and Lewis 


the heirs of 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. M. P. Finumore, his 
Secretary, announcing that he had approved and 
signed various enrolled bills, the titles of which 
were not announced. 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. P. B. Haves, its Chief 
Clerk. 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have re 
solved that a committee be appointed to join such commit 
tee as may be appointed by the Senate, to wait upon the 
President of the United States and notify him that unless he 
have more communications to make, the two Houses have 
completed the business before them, and are ready to clove 
the prerent session by adjournment; and that Mr. Georat 
W. Jones, of Tennessee, Mr. 8. G. Haven, of New York, 
and Mr. Roperr W. Jounson, of Arkatisas, 
mittee on the part of the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move that a committee be 
appointed by the President pro tempore to join the 
committee already appointed by the House for 
the parress of waiting upon the President. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Hunrer 
and Mr. Banger were appointed. 

Mr. HUNTER subsequently said: Mr. Presi 
dent, the joint committee appointed by the two 
Houses to inform the President that they had fin- 
ished their business, and that if he had no further 
communication to make they were ready to ad- 
journ, have discharged that duty, and he has in- 
formed them that he has no further communication 
to make. 

The PRESIDENT pre lempore rose at the hour 
of twelve e’clock, m., and said: Senators, the hour 
has arrived when it becomes my duty to declare 
that the Senate is adjourned sine die. 

The session was thereupon closed 


are the com 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuurspay, March 3, 1853. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
by the Rev. James GatLaner. 


Mr. OLDS. Will it bein order to move to dis- 
pense with the reading of the Journal ? 


Mr. HALL. I object to the motion. 


Prayer 
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The SPEAKER. The Clerk informs the Chair 
that the Journal of yesterday is not entirely made 
up; indeed, that it was impossible to do it. 

Mr. SUANLY. It has always been usual to 
submit such a motion, on the last day or two of 
the session. 

Mr. HALL. 
motion, 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the reading of the Journal was dispensed 
with. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union the 
bill making appropriations for the service of the 


Post Office Department, with the Senate amend- 
ments thereto. 


I withdraw my objection to the 


AVERY DOWNER. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. I hope the gentleman 


from Alabama will allow mea moment, before he 
presses that motion, to move to take up a bill 
from the Senate for the relief of an old man, over 
ninety years of age. It isa bill which has passed 
both Houses of Congress at different times here- 
tofore. It will take but a single moment. 

Mr. CARTTER. If the House departs from 
its usual order of business, | wish to ask the at- 
tention of the House to a matter of importance, 


which | have been trying to get at for the last 
pear. 


Mr. CLEVELAND. Then ask to withdraw 
the papers of Avery Downer, this old man, for 
the purpose of reference to the Departments. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the 
order to that effect will be entered. 

No objection was made, and the order was 
made, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now eall for my motion. 

‘The question was then put upon the motion to 
refer the Post Ojfice appropriation bill, with the 
amendments thereto, to the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union; and it was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. | 

Mr. GORMAN. I wish the gentleman to al- 
low me first to ask the House to take up and re- 
fer communications upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Weean go into committee 
and dispose of this Post Office bill in half an hour, 
80 as to send it to the enrolling clerk. It will be 
utterly impossible for them to get through with | 
enrolling the bills, unless we proceed with the | 
bills as rapidly as possible. 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask the House now that 
the communications on the Speaker’s table be taken 
up and referred to the appropriate committees, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, 
the Chair will proceed to dispose of the commu- 
nications upon the table, 

Many Memsers. ‘*Agreed!’’ ‘*Agreed!’’ 

The following communications were then taken 
up, read, and referred as indicated below: 
A communication from the War Department, 
transmitting a transcript of the Army Register for 
the year 1852. Ordered to lie upon the table and 

to be printed, 

A communication from the Navy Department, 
transmitting copies of the Navy Register for the 
year 1853. Ordered to lie upon the table and to 
be printed, 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the annual report of the 
Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey. 
Ordered io lie upon the table and to be printed. 

A communication from the War Department, 
transmitting copies of maps and sketches accom- 
panying the annual report of the United States 
Coast Survey. Referred to the Committee on Print- | 
ing. 

A communication from the Postmaster General, | 
transmitting his annual statement of the clerks and 
others employed in his Department during the last 
year. Ordered to lie upon the table and to be 
printed. 

A communication from the Post Office Depart- 
ment, transmitting a statement from the disburs- 
ing agent of the Post Office Department as to the 
receipts and disbursements of the Department |, 
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during the last year. Ordered to lie upon the table 
and to be printed. 

A communication from the Post Office Depart- 
ment, transmitting an abstract of offers for carry- 
ing the mails for the States of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, New York, &c., in accordance 


with the act of Congress approved July 2, 1836. | 


Ordered to lie upon the table and to be printed. 

A communication from the Patent Office, trans- 
mitting the agricultural part of the annual report 
required from that office. Ordered to lie on the 
table and to be printed. 

A communication from the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings and Grounds, transmitting acopy 
of the contracts made with that office, for the year 
1852, with the names of the contractors, &c. Or- 
dered to lie upon the table and to be printed. 

A communication from the Navy Department, 
transmitting information in answer to questions 
embraced in a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, dated January 7, 1853, on the subject 
of mail steamers, and the present condition of the 
steam navy. Ordered to lie on the table and to 
be printed. 


RIGHT OF WAY. 
Mr. HALL. I hope the House will give its 


unanimous consent to take up Senate bill No. 
612, granting the right of way through this Dis- 
trict fur a railroad from Point of Rocks to George- 
town. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I object. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Seymour of Connecticut in the 
chair.) 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
take up, and consider the Senate amendments to 


the bill making appropriations for the service of | 
the Post Office Department for the year ending | 


June 30, 1854. 


The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


~The first amendment of the Senate was read as 
follows: 


** On page 3, after line 14, insert as follows: 

* For raising the salary of one of the $1,600 clerks in the 
Post Office Department to the grade of a chief clerk, to be 
employed in conducting the correspondence and performing 
other duties relating to the foreign mails and postal arrange- 
ments with foreign countries, $4U0.”? 


Mr. PHELPS. The amendment proposes the 


increase of the salary of a $1,600 clerk who has | 


charge of the foreign mail, and who is engaged in 


settling and stating the postal accounts between | 


this and foreign Governments. That isa difficult 
branch of the business, and the Senate have pro- 
posed to increase the salary to $2,000, which, I 
think, would not be more than an ample compen- 
sation. 


Mr. OLDS. This is a recommendation coming | 


from the Postmaster General. It was approved of 
by the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


us some time since, I, as its chairman, moved a 
similar amendment, but not having an opportunity 
to explain, on account of the objection of the gen- 
tleman’s colleague, (Mr. Hact,] it was not adopt- 
ed. 1 hope the amendment will be concurred in. 

Mr. HALL. My objection certainly remains 
unchanged. I then stated that during the Whig 
Administration a competent clerk had been em- 
ployed to do this very business for $1,600 per an- 
num,and that I thought a Democrat could be 
found to do the work just as well and as cheap as 
a Whig. I, sir, for one, will not consent, after 
professing before my constituents that I believed 
the Democratic Administration would be more 
economical than the Whig, and justas the Whigs 
are going out, to increase the salaries of the offi- 
cers of the Government. 
that we would not pay any attention to the recom- 
mendations of extravagance, and I shall not pay 
any attention to them. 

Mr. GOODENOW. The present incumbent 
has devoted fifteen years to that branch of the 
business. He is an out-and-out thorough Demo- 
crat. In my judgment, he is well worthy of this 


GLOBE. 


|| the Senate. j 
|| present time in point, where the robbers of the 


1 move that the House now | 


| ceive for performing the service they do? 


| worse. 


I have told my people | a few years 
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additional compensation. He is one of the mow 
industrious and faithful clerks in the whole Pow 
Office Department. It is due to him the amend. 
ment should be adopted. 

Mr. HALL. Itis due to us that we shall do 
what ts right. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was non-concurred in. 

The next amendment of the Senate was read, as 
follows: 


** Insert, as an additional section, the following: 

‘* Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where the Postmaster General shall be satisfied that either 
money or property, stolen from the United States maj 
shall have been exchanged for other money or property, 
and has been, upon the conviction of the thief, received a; 
his Department, he shall have authority, upon satisfactory 
evidence that the same justly belonged to any individual, 
firm, Or corporation, to pay over and deliversuch money oy 
property to the owner thereof. ’? : 


Mr. HOUSTON. Thereis no law authorizing 
the Post Office Department to give up property 
stolen from the mails, although its owner may 
trace it by proper evidence to the possession of 
the Department. The object of the amendment is 
simply to authorize the Postmaster General ty 
give up property lost in being transported through 
the mail, to its owner, on proper evidence being 


| produced of the fact. 


Mr. WALSH. There is no legislation more 
necessary than that proposed by the amendment of 
There are more than fifty cases at the 


mail have at once changed the money taken from 


| the letters to other money, and where it has been 


traced step by step. We might as well have no 
law at all as to let it stand as it is. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was concurred in. 

The third amendment of the Senate, to insert 
an additional section, was read, as follows: 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Postmas- 
ter General be, and he is hereby, authorized, in addition to 
ordinary steamboat service on the Potomac, to contract for 
an efficient ice-boat, or ice boats, being kept up for the 
conveyance of the mail during the winter months: Provid- 
ed, The additional expense to be incurred by the Depart- 
ment for keeping up such ice-boat, or ice-boats, shall not 
exceed 220,000 per annum.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope, Mr. Chair- 
man, that this amendmentof the Senate will be non- 
concurred in. ‘The contractors for carrying the 
mail from the city of Washington to the mouth 


_of Aquia Creek, which is fifty-four miles and a 


half, receive, if 1 mistake not, $16,300 per an- 
num for double daily service, being more than 
three hundred dollars per mile. A better river 
navigation for that distance is not to be found in 
the United States. ‘The contractors carrying the 
mail from Cincinnati to Louisville, a distance of 
one hundred and forty-two miles, receive for daily 
service $10,500, which is less than seventy-four 
dollars per mile. Now, why is it that this boat 
company on the Potomac is enabled to extort 
from the Government the enormous pay they re- 
It is 
because the Richmond railroad company, which 
runs in connection with it, will not carry the mail 
unless you employ it. They driveal! competition 
out of the river, and you must contract with the 
company on their own terms. In my opinion their 


| compensation is amply sufficient to justify them 
Roads of the House, and when the bili was before || 


in keeping an ice-boat, and to carry the mail every 
time they are required by their contract, without 
failure. 

Mr. OLDS. I feel bound to say a word in re- 
lation to this matter. The amendment is in ac- 
cordance with a recommendation from the Post- 
master General, and it has received the approbation 
of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads of this House. 

Mr. JONES. So much the worse. 

Mr. OLDS. The gentleman says so much the 
Then what is the use of having commit- 
tees of the Liouse to investigate such matters? I 
will venture to say that the Committee on Ways 
and Means have given no consideration to the 
amendment at all. 

Mr. JONES. 1 will say to the gentleman that 
o, when I was on the Post Office 
Committee, this whole question was brought be- 
fore us in thecontroversy between the Postmaster 
General and this boat and railroad company. We 
did examine, and I think thoroughly understood 
it, and the House and Congress sustained the 
committee and the Postmaster General in the 
course they pursued with regard to it. 


—— 
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Mr. OL DS. r am glad to find that the senate 
man has investigated the matter. I am not inter- 
pcied in it, nor are my constituents, but it con- 
ithern representatives. There was a time 

winter, when for days they were unable to 
eive their mail for the want of this ice-boat on 

Potomac. 

Mr. JONES. Let me ask the gentleman a ques- 
tion? Has there not been a failure of the mail 
from New York to this city for the last two days? 
| see no cause for it but the negligence of these 
railroad companies. | understand that there is a 
filure of the mail from the west almost every 
other day. ‘The Postmaster General told me that 
there was a failure of the mail from New York 
to this city, from one to two and often four times 
a week. 

Mr. OLDS. The Postmaster General has re- 

ommended to Congress to make some adequate 
provision to remedy that defect in the mails be- 
tween here and New York, but the House have 
not acted on it, nor has its committee; but is that 
any reason why you should not act on this prop- 
osition which has received the approval of the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads of 

; House as well as of the Senate? The gentle- 
man is mistaken in saying that this company re- 
ceives an adequatecompensation. I am very well 
informed, and by the Postmaster General too, that 
the expenses of that company 

Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) The south- 
ern mail has failed for the last three days, and 
there is no ice In the river now. 

Mr.OLDS. I do notsay that if you had these 
ice-boats there would be no failure in the mails. 
l only state the fact that the mail has failed for 
wantofthem. The Department has recommended 
that a remedy be provided, and that is amatter for 
the consideration of southern representatives, and 
not forme. ‘The company carrying the mail on 
the Potomac suffered more in expense, in the way 
of precuring ice-boats during the winter months 
than the value of their quarter’s compensation. 
They are not fined if the mail fails, and neither 
are the contractors on the Qhio river. When there 
is ice in therriver they cannot carry the mail. The 
only question is, whether a southern mail is of suf- 
ficient importance to justify this appropriation, 
and if the House of Representatives suppose that 
it is not I will say nothing more with regard to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. Why does it 
cost more to carry the mail on the Potomac than 
it does to carry it for the same distance on the 
Ohio river? 

Mr. OLDS. These contracts are made with 
the Department. We pay ten times as much on 
the macadamized roadsas on railroads. Jt results 
from the want of competition in bids, and from 
no fault of the Post Office Department. They 
have to pay higher prices for certain contracts than 
for certain other ones. 

Mr. STUART. We have no time to spend in 
further debate on this amendment, and [ move 
that the committee do now rise, with a view toits 
termination. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

The committee according|y rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. Sey- 
mour of Connecticut) reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
had the state of the Union generally under con- 
sideration, and particularly the amendments of 
the Senate to the Post Office appropriation bill, and 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. STUART. I move the usual resolution 
to close general debate in Committee of the W hole 
on the state of the Union on the Post Office appro- 
priation bill when its consideration shall be again 
resumed in committee. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
agreed to. 

Mr. STUART. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the rules of the 
House be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was taken, and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


s 80 
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(Mr. SEYMovr in the chair) upon the Post Office 
appropriation bill, 

Mr. CLARK moved an amendment pro forma. 

It will be necessary for me to say only a few 
words. Asa member of the Committee onthe Post 
Office and Post Roads, | wish to say this is the first 
re [ have heard this proposition. ‘Il do not remem- 
ber that it was ever before the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. If it has ever been 
there, it must have been there when I was absent; 
and | do not know the time when I was not in at- 
tendance upon that committee. I am opposed to 
the appropriation. I do not see any necessity for 
an appropriation to put an ice- boat on the Potomac 
river; and if there is any necessity, there is no 
obligation upon our part to do so. The con- 
tractors contracted for this service knowing what 
the facilities were and what they were not; and | 
am in favor of holding them to their contract. If 
it should he necessary to put an ice-boat on the 
Potomac, let it be done at some future time, or let 
the contractors do it themselves. ‘They are bound 
to perform a stipulated service, and the Govern- 
ment is under no obligation to afford additional 
facilites. As to this matter of necessity, I am 
not advised whether there is much, and if there is 
any it is not a proper question for consideration 
here. I hope it will not be granted. 

Mr. OLDS. I wish to correct my colleague 
upon the committee in relation to this matter. 
This subject came before the Post Office Com- 
mittee in this House at the last session, in a reso- 
lution which passed the Senate. That committee 
directed me to report it back to the House, with 
a recommendation that it pass. This was at the 
last session of Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to strike 
out $20,000. 1 wish merely to state that when 
this controversy came up before, between the 
Post Otfice Department and the contractors on this 
line, the same argument (thatit was intended for the 
great southern mail) was urged upon the House; 
but southern men voted against it as much asnorth- 
ern men. Itis no more the southern mail from 
this city south on the Potomac, than it is from 
this city to New York, because the southern mail 
passes through here south, and the northern mail 
trom the South passes through here north. It is 
the mail of the country, for the people of the whole 
country, and the representatives of every part of 
the country are as much interested in it as south- 
ern men, and they are interested in having it carried 
quickly, and notin paying too much forit. | have 
heard noreason yetassigned why this amendment 
should be agreed to, except that it is an executive 
recommendation—the Postmaster General having 
recommended it. I, for one, do not sit here merely 
for the purpose of registering executive edicts, 
without | am satisfied that they are right. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was not agreed to. 


The fourth amendment of the Senate, to insert, 
as an additional section, was read, as follows: 

‘* Sec. 5. 
the act entitled * An act making appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department during the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1853, and for other purposes,’ and 
approved the 31st of August, 1852, be, and the same is here- 
by, repealed.”’ 

Mr. BENNETT. 
ment: 

The joint resolution of July 12, 1852, is hereby extended 
to the route from South Bainbridge to Oxford, New York, 
on the same terms in all respects. 

Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not in 
order. 

Mr. PHELPS. The Senate amendment just 
now read proposes to repeal the section of the 
Post Office appropriation bill passed at the last 


I offer the following amend- 


session of Congress, which fixes the salaries of 


the route agents at $1,000 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman is correct in 
saying that it will repeal the section which relates 
to the salaries of the route agents; but upon con- 
ferring with some of the Senators, Iam satisfied 
that is a mistake. I[t was one of the Senators 
from Vermont who offered the section, intending 
by it to repeal another section, but has by it re- 
pealed that section—the one not intended by him 
to be repealed. 

Mr. PHELPS. What section is it designed to 
repeal? 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have not examined the 


And be it further enacted, That section 3, of 
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section, but I understand it is the section relating 
to the authority of the Postmaster General to make 
contracts with railroads. That isthe explanation 
given to me by Senators this morning, and | pro- 
pose to disagree to the amendment. 

The question was taken, and the Senate amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 


The fifth amendment of the Senate, to add an 
additional section, was read, as follows: 

‘Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General is hereby authorized to make such arrangements 
as he may deem advisable, by causing letters sent to Cali- 
fornia and Oregon to be advertised free tw the 
United States, and by the issuing of circulars to postmastera, 
and causing the same te be published, to insure as tar ag 
possible the delivery of letters sent by mail from the At 
lantic States to California to the individuals to whom they 
are directed.”’ 


Mr. MACE I offer the following amendment 
to the amendment: 
That the Collins line of steamers receive no more e¢ 


pensation than was paid prior to the last 
Congress. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that the 
amendment is not in order. 

The question was taken upon the Senate ame nd- 
ment,and it was agreed to. 


Of eX pense 


m- 


session Of this 


The sixth amendment of the Senate, to add an 
additional section, was read, as follows: 

‘** Sec. 7. Andhe it further ena ted, Thatthe Postmaster 
General be, and he is hereby, required to invite proposals 
to carry the United States mail from San Pranciseu, in Cal 
ifornia, to Shanghai, in China 
in steamships, and transuant such proposals as he 
ceive to Congress al its next session.”’ 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I am about to offer an 
amendment, to which I ask the attention of the 
committee. It is an important one, and should 
be adopted. I offer it as a substitute for that sec- 
tion. 

The amendment was read, 


monthly of semt-monthly, 
may re- 


as follows: 

That the President be requested to enter inte negotiations 
with the Government of Great Britain, Franee, 
other foreign nations, with the view of making such regula 
tions as may be necessar to preveut the interference with 
private enterprise, by vessels owned or sustamed wholly or 
in part by said Governments ; and that such ves 
prevented from carrying treight and passengers, so as to 
come inte competition with ships Owned by todividuals oF 
corporations, and providing for letting outto the lowest bid- 
der the carrying of the marlis. 

Mr. HALL. I rise to a question of order. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. lt is clearly in order. 
Senate amendment is in 

service. 

Mr. HALL. The Senate amendment provides 
for carrying the mai! between San Francisco and 
Shanghai, which is bad enough. Then the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from North Carolina is to 
make treaties with France, England, and all the 
E uropean Pow ers upon another subjec t—the trans- 
mission of freight, and all that sort of 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is the same subject em- 
braced in the amendment of the Senate 

The CHAIRMAN. The Charr its under the 
impression that the amendment of the Senate re- 
lates to carrying the mails between San Francisco 
and Shanghai. 
lation with respect to the interference of Govern- 
ments with private enterprise, and the Chair is of 
opinion that it is not in order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It relates to foreign mail 
service. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 
is out of order. Does the gentleman appeal ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Yes, sir. From that de- 
cision I appeal. 

The question was taken on the appeal, ‘* Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committee?’’ and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment ruled out of order. 

Mr. CARTTER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate by striking out the words, 
‘and transmit such proposals as he may receive 
to Congress ai its next session,’’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof the following: 

And he is hereby directed to contract for the 
ment of the said line with Ambrose W. Thom 
vided it can be done for the amount of the postages only, 
and on the terms as proposed by him in bis printed memo- 
rial to Congress. 

] have been requested to submit that. amend- 
ment, but | have not had time to investigate the 
matter in detail. The amendment contains on ite 
face, however, one feature that will, | think, com- 


aud all 


selsway be 


The 


regard to foreign mail 


thing. 


This appears to be a general regu- 


eatabliah- 


p-on, pro- 


| mend it to the approbation of every geatleman, 
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and it is this: that the expense of transporting the | 
mails between these two points shall be limited to |, 


the receipts from postage. It appears to me that 
that feature is one that ought to secure the passage 
of the amendment. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Chairman, I think we may | 
very well exclaim: 

‘¢ Now, in the names of all the gods at once, 

Upon what meat doth this our Casar feed, 

That he is grown so great?”’ 
Why is it that Mr. Ambrose W. Thompson is 
entitled to preference over every other citizen of 
the United States for carrying the mails between | 
San Francisco and Shanghai? Why is he so 
much better than everybody else? Why is he | 
the only man among the twenty millions of free- | 
men in our country who is to be intrusted with | 
the carrying of the mails between San Francisco 
and Shanghai? I have seen the gentleman, and so 
far as I can judge from his countenance, manners, 
and general deportment, he is a gentleman about 
as good as, and no better than, twenty millions of 
othex freemen in this country. 

Mr. ORR. Perhaps the difficulty in the mind 
of the gentleman from Missouri will be removed | 
if the gentleman from Ohio will modify his amend- | 
ment so as to make it read ‘*Ambrose W. Thomp- | 
son or any other responsible person.’’ Then, if 
the oneniieaes is adopted, it will secure the trans- 
portation of the mails between San Francisco and 
Shanghai for postages alone, without costing the 
Government anything alse. 

Mr. HALL. I do not intend to vote for an 
sroposition that has the name of Ambrose W. 
CPhompson, or the name of any other particular in- 
dividual in it. I, as a legislator, intend to treat all | 
of the citizens of the United States precisely as | 
equals, if I can. 
San Francisco and Shanghai, | desire that the con- 
tract for carrying it shall be let out to the lowest 
and best bidder, just as the contract is let out for 
carrying the valle between Washington city and 
Baltimore, or between any other points in the 
United States. Ifthe gentleman from South Car- 
olina (Mr. Orr] desires that the provision of the 
Senate shall be so restricted that the contractors | 
shall receive nothing more than the postages, I 
have no objection to that. But 1 cannot and will | 
not, so far as Lam concerned, consent to any ac- | 
tion which shall indicate a preference for Am- 
brose W. Thompson over anybody else. 

Mr. CARTTER. I will modify my amend- 
ment by adding to it the words ‘for any other | 
person.”’ 

Mr. BOCOCK. The amendment of the gentle- | 
man from Ohio having been modified, is it not in | 
order to speak against it? 

Several Members. Oh! no. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. BOCOCK. It is a different amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the | 
rule does not authorize further debate on that 
amendment. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Carrrer’s | 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. ORR. I move to amend the Senate amend- | 


If we are to have a mail between || 
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ment by striking out the words, ‘‘ And transmit || 


such proposals as he shall receive, to Congress at | 
its next session,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the | 
following: 


| 
And that he enter into a contract with the parties submit- | 
| 


ting the lowest proposal: Provided, The same shall not | 
exceed the whole amount of postages received by said line. | 


Mr. MARSHALL. I would suggest that that | 


amendment does not even provide that the persons 
offering to contract shall be responsible persons; 
nor does it contain any provision as to the time 
when the contract is to be made. The whole | 
amendment strikes me as utterly imperfect and in- | 
sufficient for the object which it professes to have 
in view. 

Mr. ORR. The amendment which I suggest I 
think meets the difficulty suggested by the gentle- 
man from California. I means ‘the lowest re- 
sponsible bidder,’’ of course. The principle em- 
bodied in that amendment is the true principle on 
which this Government should contract for the 
transportation of the .mails by ocean steamers. 
The policy adopted with reference to the Collins 
line, and some other lines of ocean steamers, is | 
wrong in principle, because you pay those vessels 
infinitely more than you receive in postages. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I understand that the 


amendment of the gentleman from South Carolina || 





says nothing about the size of the vessels. It does 
not even go into details, which are absolutely 
necessary. 

Mr. ORR. Ido not want to say anything about 
the size of the vessels. [ want private individuals 
to go to work, and construct their own vessels 
with their own money, and receive from the Gov- 
ernment nothing except the amount of postage that 
they earn. That is all they are legitimately enti- 
tled to. If they propose to transmit the mails in 
vessels of two thousand tons burden, or three 
thousand tons burden, or four thousand tons bur- 
den, that is a matter of their own, with which this 
Government has no concern whatever. Iam per- 
fectly indifferent asto what the size of the vessels 
may be. There can be no great sacrifice on the 
part of the Government, if we agree to pay only 
such postage as the line itself earns. I hope that 
the amendment I have submitted may be adopted. 

{ Here the committee rose informally, and a mes- 


sage was received from the Senate, by the hands of | 


Assury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed bill of the 
House No. 253, making an appropriation for the 
—— of the public buildings in the Territory 


of Minnesota; and, also, that the Senate had agreed | 


to a second committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes between the two Houses on the 
amendments to thedeficiency bill; and that Messrs. 


|| Hunter, Pearce, and Warker had been ap- 


pointed managers of said conference on the part 


of the Senate. 


The committee then resumed its session. } 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
ment of the gentleman from South Carolina, and 
also to the Senate amendment; and I want to call 
the attention of the committee to one considera- 
tion which I think ought to influence the votes of 
members. Why is it that this proposition has 
been held back during the whole session, to be 
attached to an appropriation bill? 
seems, can pass anything they please, and if they 
were disposed to pass this proposition upon its 
own merits, they could have sent us a bill two 
months ago, proposing what this amendment pro- 
poses. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to ask him what becomes of the 
bills that the Senate sends here ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. 0 
himself that question with as much propriety as 
he can ask it of me. 

I was going on to remark, when the gentleman 
interrupted me, that the Senate havenot only failed 
to send us this proposition in a bill by itself, but 
they have not even put it in the right bill. Such 
propositions as this always go either in a bill by 
themselves or in the general post route bill. That 
bill went to the Senate and came back with amend- 
ments. But this amendment was held back for 
the purpose of forcing it through at the last mo- 
ment, against the sense of a majority of the peo- 
ple’s representatives. 

Mr. STUART. I call the gentleman from Ala- 
bama to order, and insist that he shall be confined 
to the discussion of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina. Unless the discussion 


GLOBE. 


ing. my opinion with respect to the amendmen; 
now pending. This is a provision for the pur. 
_ of establishing a line of ocean mail steamers 
etween San Francisco and Shanghai, in Ching 
Now, whether you make an appropriation or no; 
this session, and even if you provide that this 
service shall be performed for no other compen. 
sation than the proceeds arising from the trans. 
portation of the mail matter carried by this line of 
steamers, you will find the company coming here 
at the next session of Congress—in the same 
manner that the Collins line has come here—de. 
manding aid and succor from this Government to 
sustain it. This is but a little cloud now rising, 
but if you foster it, it will become a big cloud tha: 
will overshadow the Legislature, and force money 
from the public Treasury. Iam, therefore, against 
the whole proposition. If I had my own way, | 
would abolish all these lines of mail steamers, so 
far as they are connected with the Government. 
But asa member of this House, I have always 
been ready to comply with existing contracts, and 
[ will continue to do so as long as | have a vote 
here. I will, however, take the most efficient 
means I can to rid the Government of this con- 
nection with private steamship companies. It is 
| wrong, and ought to be 
Mr. STUART. I call the gentleman to order. 
He is not explaining his amendment. 
Mr. PHELPS. I have said all I desired to say, 
Mr. ORR. Ido not know whether the result 





'| anticipated y the gentleman from Missouri will 
I 


I am opposed to the amend- | 


transpire. All | have to say with reference to my- 
| self is, that if a proposition is made to Congress 
hereafter to pay to this line additional compensa- 
tion beyond what is provided for in the amendment 
| which I have offered, the gentleman will find me 


| standing shoulder to shoulder with him in opposi- 


The Senate, it | 


r ! 
The gentleman can ask 


is limited as the rules prescribe, we shall not be | 


able to dispose of the necessary business of the 
session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentle- 
man from Alabama has expired. 

Mr. STUART. Then I move that the com- 
mittee rise, for the purpose of closing the five-min- 
utes debate upon this section, and I hope the 
committee will agree to it. 

The question was put, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question recurred on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Orr to the Senate amendment. 

Mr. STANLY. [call for tellers on that amend- 
ment. : 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Orr and 
MILLson were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 


| reported—ayes 97, noes 39. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. PHELPS. I move to amend the Senate 


amendment as it now stands amended by adding» 


thereto the following: 


And the service shall not commence until hereafter or- 
dered by Congress. 


I offer that amendment with a view of express- 


tion to any such proposition. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have no doubt of it. 

Mr. ORR. The amendment introduced by my- 
self, and adopted by the committee, will however 
relieve the a and the country from any such 
| danger as that. Sir, the pretense upon which the 
Collins line of steamers received an additional ap- 
propriation from this Government was, that they 
were war steamers, and could be used by the Gov- 
| ernment whenever they were needed for war pur- 

poses. But thereis no such pretext as that in this 

amendment. If these parties contract to carry the 

mail, they may carry it in such vessels as they 
| choose—they may carry it in vessels of one thou- 
sand tons burden, that are not able to carry a gun 
if they see fit. They may carry it in any descrip- 
tion of vessel they choose, and the only compen- 
sation they can receive from the Government will 
be the amount of postage which may be received 
from the mails which they carry. What pretext, 
then—what pretense can any of the proprietors of 
this line have for coming te Congress to ask ad- 
ditional compensation? Sir, it is all a scare-crow 
raised by my friend from Missouri, (Mr. Puetps.| 
| I know heis opposed to thissystem of mailsteam- 
ers supported by Congress, and | think myself 
that it is obnoxious to all the objections which he 
has raised against it. But this stands upon an en- 
tirely different footing than that of the other foreign 
mail service, and if Congress had at the outset 
adopted that line of policy which is set forth in this 
amendment, I think neither my friend from Mis- 
' souri [Mr. Puewps] nor any one else would have 
any ground of objection against the system at 
all. 

Mr. PHELPS. How was it with this Collins 
line, when we first contracted with them? 

Mr. STUART. I rise to a question of order. 
I insist that gentlemen shall be confined to the ex- 
planation and legitimate discussion of their amend- 
ments. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. PHELPS. With the consent of the com- 
mittee, I will withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I object. 
| The question was then taken, and the amend- 
| ment to the amendment was not agreed to. 
| The question then recurred upon the Senate 
/ amendment as amended. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I move to 
amend the amendment by striking out the last 
clause of the section. 


Mr. CLARK. I think that amendment is not 
in order. 
| Mr. ORR. If I understand it, the clause which 


| the gentleman from Illinois proposes to strike out 
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